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Editorial Message 


He Is Risen! 
And So Are Wel! 


Zaven Khanjian 
Ubtntytikpnu bppts juws bu wyu Swnp mtyign 


As a cross for my dead ones, I planted this tree 
Levon Zaven Surmelian 


subject on my psyche has been and re- 

mains to be the inner turmoil and agony 
of the mind, caused by the immeasurable 
and unconscionable pain and suffering my 
forebears were subjected to by a heinous 
cabal, unabashedly recognized as the state 
government of Ottoman Turkey, at the turn 
of the 20th century. 

Forgetting the cruel and brutal sickling 
of an indigenous people, peacefully residing, toiling and tilling an 
over four millennium homeland, is beyond my human capacity. | 
have no right to forget the abominable fate of a million and a half 
innocent victims uprooted from an ancestral home and led to their 
extinction by the sword, starvation, sickness or the desert sand. 

| rejoice with many brave and astute fellow Christians who have 
reconciled with the pain in their faith. | have read articles, listened 
to sermons and received mail reflecting that soaring spirit of joy 
and reconciliation in Christ, all of which have broken the cuffs of 
bondage for many. 

| have total admiration for all. 

In a few days we shall celebrate the victorious resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Easter is a core, pivotal celebration, the cornerstone of our 
Christian faith. Together we proclaim, sing and rejoice that Jesus 
rose from the dead. This is a vital and fundamental reality of our 
faith, the spring of hope that flows into our minds and souls with 
the promise of divine justice and eternal life for our martyrs who 
will attain a heavenly life away from the miseries and anguish ex- 
perienced on earth. 

| realize the infinite divine love demonstrated by Jesus on the 
cross when He said "Father, forgive them for they do not know what 
they are doing." (Luke 23:34) 

But ‘they’ knew what they were doing and ‘their’ progeny are still 
sucked into the slime of a denial to cover the crime and maintain 
the loot. 

| have no prejudices against any race or creed and hold no 
hatred toward any living human being. | recognize that all mankind 


j n my adult life, the most tormenting 


are the children of God. Overcoming my resistance, | ex- 
perienced the joy and pain of visiting my ancestral home 
in 2006 where my paternal and maternal grandfathers 
had been murdered in 1915. In a gesture of goodwill 
and demonstration of peaceful coexistence and in the 
footsteps of the poet’s advice 

Utnbyttpniu pppts puwy bu wyu Sunp wtybgn 

As a cross for my dead ones, I planted this tree 

| planted a walnut tree considering its longevity 
and protective nature in the garden of the house with 
the help of the current resident, a Turk. | wished and 
prayed that the tree would grow and provide shade to 
the house and fruit to the occupant, any occupant, for 
many, many years to come. 

Today, with the celebration of Easter, as we jubilantly 
praise God and hail the resurrection of the nation from 
the ashes of the crime against humanity, we bow to the 
memory of our martyrs who perished for bravely anchor- 
ing their existence in their ethnicity and their refusal to 
deny their crucified and risen Lord. 

We vow to perpetuate the faith, the language, the 
culture and overcome evil with more song and dance, 
hope and prayer, smiles and joy all for the Glory of God 
who said "It is mine to avenge; | will repay." (Romans 
12:19) 

Lnhumnnu 38wpkur h Utnkjng, 
Ophitwmy E Swpniphruu fLppumnuf! Zaven Khanjian knocking at the door of his grandparents’ home 
Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed! in Western Armenia in 2006. 


Cover Art Work: SOUVENIRS 
_ Technique: Mixed Media on Canvas 
44 Size: 90 x 90 cm 
4 Artist: DibaSar (Dibar Asadour Apartian) 


4 The artwork Souvenirs represents the survivors of the Armenian Genocide or those of any other 
==. war. It combines the past and the present that the Armenians and other nations have gone through 
m and where they are heading today. The woman in the artwork represents each survivor, who has 
lost much but is still alive, carrying the memory of her people, their history, tradition and culture. 
Her face expresses nostalgia and suffering. The feeling of Souvenirs was passed on to the artist 
DibaSar at his parents and his grandparents, from generation to generation, without ignoring what is going on today. That 
scene is returning, and not only Armenians, but everyone is concerned. For the artist, Souvenirs represents his Armenian people 
and race, and all those who have been charged by the memory of the past, living in the present and walking to the future with 
new positive energy. 

The artist, Dibar Asadour Apartian, known as DibaSar, was born in Aleppo, Syria on May 4, 1971. He is the son of the late 
Rev. Barkev Apartian, a prominent Armenian Evangelical minister. At a very young age, DibaSar studied at the Sarian School of Fine 
Arts in Aleppo. Later, he continued his training in adult classes at the Arshile Gorky School. After graduating from high school, 
he moved to Yerevan, Armenia and studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Yerevan from 1991 to 1994. His first exhibition was 
held in 1996 at the Armenian Cultural Center of Aleppo and in 1997 he participated in the Union of Syrian Artists Exhibition. That 
same year he also exhibited at the Salon of Contemporary Arts in Beirut, Lebanon. He later moved to France, where he had his 
first exhibition at Saint Mesrob Cultural Center in Paris in 2000. In January 2001, DibaSar participated in the 1700" Anniversary 
of Armenian Christianity exhibition "Views of Christian Armenia." Today, DibaSar continues to paint and exhibit in France and has 
his own gallery, DibaSar Gallery. Please visit his website at www.dibasart.com or his Facebook page at DibaSar Gallery. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


A Beacon of Light 


By NAZARETH DARAKJIAN, M.D., President of AMAA Board 


In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
(Matthew 5:16) 

Light was one of the first gifts that God gave to the newborn 
universe, which indicates the important role light was meant to play in 
the formation, as well as in the maintenance of the universe. That was 
physical light. Yet in the abundance of physical light, according to the 
prophet Isaiah, mankind was still "walking in darkness." When Jesus 
was born, the Gospel of John identified him as the "True Light." The 
"true light" had come to illuminate the spirit of man, but mankind did 
not recognize Him, except for a few. Those who accepted Him were 
given a commission; to shine, to illuminate and to give of themselves 
to help those who were struggling in the dark. 

In the darkness that followed the first genocide of the 20% 
century and the most destructive World War that mankind had ever 
experienced, a few good men came together on the East Coast of the 
United States and established the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, to serve as a beacon of light, to feed the hungry and 
help the needy, to educate the mind and guide the spirit, to preach 
the Good News of the Gospel. 

For ninety seven years the AMAA has been pursuing these goals 
and has become the missionary arm of the Armenian Evangelical 


Church worldwide. The AMAA today represents the collective 
missionary aspirations of Armenian Evangelical individuals and 
churches across the world. Whatever would have been prohibitive 
for individual churches and groups to do by themselves, the AMAA 
can do by reaching out across the seas and the continents because 
it enjoys the support of Armenian Evangelicals all over the world. 

The last 100 years have unquestionably been one of the most 
difficult times in the history of the Armenian nation. But I do believe 
that we have the opportunity to make the next 100 into another 
"vosgetar," a golden century, comparable to the 5" century when 
the Armenian alphabet was invented, the Bible translated into the 
vernacular and Christianity firmly entrenched as the sole religion of 
the Armenian people. That was the time when the Armenian people 
took up arms and fought the mighty Persian king who wanted to 
convert them to the Zoroasterian religion and so they died for their 
faith on the plain of Avarair. Yes, we can build another "vosgetar" 
by being a beacon of light in the darkness, by reaching out to the 
poor and needy, by healing the sick and supporting the infirm, we can 
turn the next century into the best ever by building more churches, 
schools and summer camps, by spreading the Bible and by bringing 
the Armenian people back to their Christian roots. This is what the 
AMAA stands for. 


™> “ aa a 
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‘The 96" Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) and the related 
activities will be held October 15-18, 2015 at the 
Calvary Armenian Congregational Church, 

725 Brotherhood Way, San Francisco, CA 94132 


Details to follow! 
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Our Story God's Story 


By REV. L. NISHAN BAKALIAN 


ne of the most important things that happened after 

people encountered the Lord was that they had a 

story to tell, a firsthand story of faith and compassion. 

That is how the church grew. And we, too, have a 
"story to tell to the nations," including to our own Armenian 
people; a great story of Jesus and His salvation, His amazing grace. 
Are we ready to tell it? 

Our story is a real-life story, including things we would 
rather not remember, and even things that people find offensive. 
Proclamation of the Gospel must include stories of pain, 
brokenness and sin. In Psalm 22, King David writes a sorrowful 
story of oppression and abandonment, but concludes it with 
praise and trust. His story prophetically described the story of 
Jesus on the cross, but beyond that His victory. Just so, the story 
of the future and hope that the Lord has given us as individuals 
and collectively as an Armenian people will include the story of the 
wounds that were inflicted upon us. It will also include the story 
of our stubborn pride and our attachment to material wealth. But 
it will especially highlight the wonderful story of Christ’s saving 
action. 

Armenian Evangelicals who gathered for their Union’s 
annual meeting in Worcester, MA, in 1917 told of the devastation 
of the Genocide perpetrated on the Armenian nation; they 
decried the near annihilation of the spiritual life of the Armenian 
people, their churches, schools and leaders. But, trusting in 
the Lord, they went on to proclaim that they would strive "to 
strengthen the spiritual life of our churches, and to rebuild 
the ruined churches of the fatherland."* Their focus at the 
creation of the Armenian Missionary Association of America was 
to aid the reestablishment of church life and ministry among 
the Armenian people at home and abroad. Partnering with the 
decimated remnant of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East, this new missionary organization would do its 
utmost with little means, but with great faith in the One who 
blesses even five loaves and two fish to feed thousands. They 
would begin telling the story of the persecuted church, but it 
would turn into a story of praise. It is the story of a broken and 
battered church’s Lord, who "does not despise the affliction of 
the afflicted, nor turns his face from them, but has heard when 
we cried to him." (Ps. 22.24) 

The growth of churches in our new homeland in the Middle East 
carried that story forward. It was repeated through many dedicated 
teachers and caring social workers, as children were being educated 
in newly-founded schools and the poor and destitute were being 
cared for, and as people in North America and elsewhere reached 
* see V. Tootikian, 160" Anniversary of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church (2006), pp. 55-57 


out and gave generously to help the story to be told. And after about 
a half-century of growth and well-being, when uncertainty and civil 
strife reappeared, it was that same story of the Lord perfecting His 
strength in our weakness that we continued to tell as we trusted 
God and helped those in need. 

And then, after 70 years of Soviet rule, when an independent 
but vulnerable Armenia emerged, we made it our aim, as God’s 
redeemed, to help the church there share that story, so that its 
power would fill the emptiness of human hearts in Armenia. Let 
us be clear: it was and is not a story of dollars and percentages, of 
gains and losses, of buying and selling, but a story of the Lord who 
lives and reigns in our hearts, and moves us to trust in Him and 
courageously act, despite the advance of evil in our world, to this 
very day. 

Telling the Lord’s story through our Armenian people’s story is 
an act of faith. It requires that first of all we trust in the Lord with 
our whole heart, mind and strength. We trust in the One who saved 
us and gave Himself for us. We trust in the Lord Jesus who formed 
our character as a people and endowed us with a Christian heritage. 
With that trust in Him we can continue to lift up in prayer the heavy 
burdens that our fellow-Christians (not just Armenians) throughout 
the world experience each day; and, despite all of that, we can 
audaciously tell the story of the victory of Jesus Christ, not the 
victory of evil! As those early visionaries did nearly a century ago, 
may our telling inspire us to continue to do our utmost wherever 
there is a need... and to do so in Jesus’ name. O 


CORRECTION 


In an article by Savey Tufenkian, presenting 
Dr. Mihran Agbabian, in the January 2015 
Special Issue of the AMAA News (page 6), the 
name of one of the founders of the American 
University of Armenia (AUA) and its current 
President was misspelled and incomplete. Our 
apologies to Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian and to 
our esteemed readers. 

We take this opportunity to congratulate 
Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian on his recent 
appointment as the President of AUA and wish 
him much success in his mission. 
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An Amazing Mission 
The Jinishian Memorial Program 


By REV. VARTKES M. KASSOUNI, D.Min. 


n America, very few people have heard 

of Vartan H. Jinishian, whereas it is 

different in Armenia and in the Middle 

East. There he is well known and ad- 
mired. His legacy is celebrated in the lives 
of thousands upon thousands of Armenians 
in need of humanitarian aid who have re- 
ceived it and prospered because of it. Starting 
with the survivors of the Armenian Genocide 
and continuing today with thousands of our 
people who are again displaced and in abject 
need, that legacy continues to grow in dimen- 
sion and impact. 

It began with a $10,000,000 endowment 
fund established in 1966 in memory of his 
parents, the Rev. Haroutune and Catherine 
Jinishian of Marash, Turkey, under the 
auspices of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
For a number of years before that, Mr. 
Jinishian provided significant support in 
Syria and Lebanon for suffering Armenians 
but chose to remain incognito. He was the 


Rev. Haroutune and Catherine Jinishian 


"Anonymous Donor" giving through the 
Howard Karagheusian Commemorative 
Corporation. He maintained a low profile 
through it all and never visited the countries 
where these services were being provided. 

Vartan Jinishian was born in 1870 
in Marash, but moved to New York City 
when he was 18. He eventually ended up 
working for the H. and M. Karagheusian, 
Inc., which pioneered in the machine 
production of oriental design rugs and 
other carpeting, eventually climbing up the 
corporate ladder to the position of partner. 
He was aconfirmed bachelor, living frugally 
and maintaining the values of hard work, 
faith and spirituality, instilled in him by 
his parents. He was an expert antique rug 
collector and dealer known up and down the 
East Coast, for his business, including the 
White House, Washington D.C. 

He was a member of the Armenian 
Evangelical community of New York, but 


Vartan H. Jinishian 


Rev. Dr. Vartkes M. Kassouni 


from time to time attended the Fifth Avenue 
and Madison Avenue Presbyterian churches. 
I got to know him when I pastored the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York 
in the early 1960s. At that time, one who met 
him and developed a close association with 
him was Mr. Edward Janjigian. His own 
business dealings in the Middle East, and his 
travels there back and forth, were welcomed 
by Mr. Jinishian in helping him keep 
abreast of developments there. This trust 
relationship was instrumental in bringing 
Mr. Jinishian’s estate into the Presbyterian 
Church, dedicated to the exclusive use for 
Armenians in humanitarian need. 

In the implementation of this purpose, 
an Advisory Committee of five people was 
mandated, including three Armenians and 
two others representing the Presbyterian 
Church. Among them have been Leila 
Karagheusian, Edward Janjigian, Rev. A.A. 
Bedigian, Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian , and 
Herair Mouradian. Today, they are Vicky 
Chopourian Gehrt, Michael Haratunian, and 
Mark Momjian. The non-Armenian members 
are Greg Allen-Pickett, and Amgad Beblawi. 
About his experience as a former member of 
the Advisory Committee, both in Beirut and in 
the USA, Herair Mouradian says, "I came to 
know many dedicated persons, many of them 
non-Armenians who worked hard helping 
needy Armenians many of whom they had 
not met, living in countries where they had 
not been to." Referring to the Civil War in 
Lebanon (1975-1995) he continues, "In all 
this turmoil, Jinishian was the God-sent 
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provider reaching out to poor Armenians with 
essential needs." 

The Jinishian Memorial Foundation 
(JMF) has generated the Jinishian Memorial 
Program (JMP) which began its program in 
1966. For almost 50 years, JMP has enabled 
Armenians in need to move from poverty and 
despair to self-sufficiency and hope. In 2016, 
JMP will have achieved 50 years of service, 
serving over 50,000 Armenian people 
annually in Syria, Lebanon, Jerusalem, 
Turkey, Armenia, Nagorno Karabagh and 
Javakh (Georgia). Under the leadership 
of Eliza Minasyan, Executive Director, 
each country being served has its own 
local Directors and program staff totaling 
around 50 people. At present, the Country 
Director in Lebanon is Pauline Sagherian, 
the daughter of the late Rev. and Mrs. 
Hagop Sagherian, who was our pastor in 
Cyprus during my teenage years there. Talin 
Topalakian is the Country Director of JMP in 
Syria, and Armen Hakobyan is the Country 
Director for Armenia. 

About this mission Eliza says, "We 
have reached hundreds of thousands of 
people! Projects vary from emergency relief 
to community development; we adjust to 
particular needs in each country. Local teams 
decide and prioritize areas to be addressed. 
For example, in Syria we provide immediate 
relief assistance to locally displaced 
families, refugees in their own city. While 
in Armenia we implement a wide range of 
projects from economic development to civil 
society empowerment. With community and 
economic development, health and education 
programs, we are reaching those remote 
and abandoned regions and villages where 
many organizations don’t go because of 
distances and deteriorated infrastructures... 
The distinctive feature of JMP is that we are 
open to innovation. We approach areas that 
have never been addressed before, and we 
challenge ourselves and continuously adjust 
our projects to better approach the issues and 
to provide the optimal solution to eliminate 
dependence on relief and external help." 

JMP is an ecumenical organization 
uniting Armenians of three Christian de- 
nominations: Apostolic, Evangelical, and 
Catholic. In every country this cooperative 
arrangement is in place, and it has gained 
the trust and cooperation vitally needed to 
succeed. It has a horizontal organizational 
structure, which allows flexible program- 
ming to immediately react and respond to 
changing needs in each region. Amazingly, 


in the USA, the administrative costs are very 
low with one full-time director, and one half- 
time assistant. Their office moved recently 
from Louisville, KY (home of PCUSA), 
to New York City. They can be reached 
at: Jinishian Memorial Program, 381 Park 
Avenue South, Suite 617, New York, NY 
10016. Their website is: www.pcusa.org/ 
jinishian 

During his last years, when Edward 
Janjigian would share news and stories of 
vital needs of our suffering people, Mr. 
Jinishian would often break out in tears. 
Those tears of love, compassion, and passion 
for service have been rewarded with this 
amazing mission! 


Eliza Minasyan, the current Executive 
Acknowledgment: Beyond my own _ Director of Jinishian Memorial Program. 
knowledge and sources, I have consulted 
JMP publications and annual reports. Most 
importantly I have used material found in the 
JMP book titled, "SERVING THE LEAST 
OF THESE, The 35" Anniversary of the 
Jinishian Memorial Program," by the Rev. 
Sylvia Casberg Guinn-Ammons, author. 


Training health care providers in Armenia. 


JMP Supporting Families in Syria 


Smiling back and feeling thankful to JMP after receiving 
their new beds. 
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ur Light, Our Hope was the theme of a special musical 

program, organized by the Armenian Genocide Centennial 

Committee of the Armenian Missionary Association of 

America (AMAA) and the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of North America (AEUNA), which took place on Saturday, January 
24 at the Majestic Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena, CA. 

The Concert, performed by the Lark Musical Society Choir and 
Orchestra of Glendale, CA under the direction of Maestro Vatsche 
Barsoumian, "can merely be described as truly unique, that elated 
our souls, delighted our appetites, soared our imagination, flew us 
to the annals of our national epic history, cried out our pain, paid 
worthy tribute to the victims of the Genocide and embodied our 
victorious response to the crime with an unrelenting passion to 
live, love, dream, imagine and create, in all glorifying God for His 
delivered promise not to forsake us," said Zaven Khanjian, Executive 
Director/CEO of the AMAA. 

The Program combined several artistic mediums such as music, 
recitation, and dance - an array of selections that was presented in 
three Acts. 

ACTI-FOREFATHERS - reflected the traditions and heroism 
of the Armenian people. Through songs, recitations and dances, it 
represented our nation as one of the most ancient civilizations that 
boasts significant periods of spiritual, artistic, military, economic, 
and intellectual achievements. 


ACT IH-—CALAMITY — commemorated the collective tragedy 
that befell the Armenian nation in the early twentieth century. It 
was a tribute to our martyrs who perished for their ethnicity and 
Christian faith. But the resurrection was inevitable, just like the 
resurrection of Jesus, in Whom they trusted. 

ACT II[/— HOMELAND - celebrated our triumphant survival 
which heralded a brighter future. Through artistic voices it was 
a recommitment to our Lord, our Motherland Armenia and our 
Culture. 

The theme of the Program, "Our Light, Our Hope," was based 
on a patriotic song "Hayrenikis Hed" (With My Fatherland) written 
in 1915 by the famous poet Hovhannes Toumanian, (music by 
famous composer Alexander Harutiunian). Each act of the Program 
started with this moving song divided into three parts - the first two 
verses of the poem describing our past, the third verse describing 
the atrocities that begot our nation and the fourth verse looking with 
triumph to the future for a revived Homeland and an all-powerful 
Homeland. 

Nothing was spared for a capacity filled crowd to take this 
emotional journey to the past, savor the present and yearn for a 
bright future, despite the experience of the crime of Genocide. 

"Hats off to every participant in the presentation, from dreamers 
to planners, organizers, producers, creators and each participant, in 
making this Program a cultural miracle," said Mr. Khanjian. O 
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SU3PGLPRPU 36S 


Snuhwuucu fontuwubwu 


WITH MY FATHERLAND 


Hovhannes Toumanian 


Uuinnig ptt ho huybugpn wOywyinhG § nt hGnin.o 

At hd uppinp ho dpamph hun wGhn OGG § puepwnnio, 
Pwyg Ywnounny wok wOquwo Epp nwnGnio GO ntwh piq 
Upnyntnn.o £ uppinpu wGdtn9 pn punwGshg wntltq, 

AL quinepw&wO quitwyGtnhn pntn gwnptphg nidwuvywn, 
Gt ahtntnhg, Gt 2kGGphg wmpfunip, nuiunwnl ne tutu, 
2Qunyniw' 6 hwynbohp, 

2Qanyniw's huyn&ohp: 


fUpnGntnd GO Upwphu hwOntwy puGwyotpp wohwown, 
Spnnnnio GO pn Gntun, pn nw2untnp ownywuun, 

AL SQwnnwnwn YUnhowyGGpp wawnwyny uwynboh, 
UtwpGtpnny, wetpGtnny, fuptonypGtpny whph.oh, 

An nwndpnhG pq dpzuwywG ubz nt untgh uh hndhu, 
fuGn6d nt pwyywo pn Gagtnnd, hwytbugpGtnny wodpuyhtu, 
Aneh hwyntGhp, 

Anph hwyntohp: 


Puyg hhG nt Gnn pn yEnptnny YwOqGweé Gu nnt YGGnwoh, 
GuiGqGweé funhn1G, funnhpannutnn GwdphG Gnnh nt hnGh. 
3unwuswOpny upnunh funnphg fuoup Gu fuounto Uuwdnt hin 
At Funnhnzd Gu funnhG funnhninn nwGowGphtnn.o swnwntu, 
fUnnhnio Gu qn EG bG6 fuoupn, nn ‘inh wuGu w2fuwnphppa 

AL wun nuinGwu FO Gayhpnp, nin dpquinzo £ btn hnghG, 
3njuh hwyntohp, 

Lnjup” hwynptGhp: 


AL whinh guy huGnrp YGwOph wnzwynyup yun hwaqud, 
3uquw p-hwquwin pALuwuywyown hnghttnny Gwnwaqud, 
At GnAyGuihwu pn pwndéncOph, Unwnwinh uninp jwoopc, 
4GGuwdpwhin hn gnqntnp whinh dpwiwnwi wnwond, 

At wyntunG&p, np s6G wands, pntGg gninptnG wGtdopnu, 
MNhunh qnu&G pn Gnn yGwOpn Gnn Gngtnnu, Gnn fuoupnu, 
PU Gn'n hwyntohp, 

3ngo pn huynbonp... 


Though for long my gaze has been on the unknown and the distant, 
And my heart, along with my mind, traipses the infinite, 

Yet, every time | turn to you with longing, 

My heart is torn over your distressing wail, 

Over the silent rows of your exhausted sons in exile, 

Over your sad, vacant and dark villages and towns. 

Oppressed homeland of mine, 

Bereaved homeland of mine. 


The cluster of countless armies pile up before my mind, 
Which trampled your face and your flower-filled fields, 
And murderous crowds with ferocious shout, 

With plunder, with carnage, with feasts of blood, 

That made you an eternal valley of darkness and sorrow, 
With your wretched songs, your sullen gaze. 

Homeland of laments, 

Homeland of orphans. 


Yet you stand alive with your wounds ancient and new, 

You stand pensive at the cryptic crossroads of old and new, 
You speak to God with sighs from the depths of your heart, 
And think profound thoughts in times of rueful woe, 

You ponder the great discourse you wish to deliver the world, 
To become the land to which our souls aspire. 

Homeland of hope, 

Homeland of light. 


But the ardently clad daybreak of habitual life will arrive, 
Gleaming with thousands of radiant souls, 
And upon your skyward summit, on the holy slopes of Ararat, 
Its quickening early rays will radiate; 
And poets, who have not defiled their lips with curse, 
Will praise your life with new song and new word. 
Revived homeland of mine, 
All-mighty homeland of mine! 
(Translated by Vatsche Barsoumian) 
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE CENTENNIAL 


Zaven Khanjian Delivers Lecture on Hrant Dink: 


"The Man, The Mission, The Martyrdom" 


By PETER KOUGASIAN, Esq. 


s part of the Armenian Mission- 

ary Association of America’s 

commemoration of the 100° 

Anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide, AMAA Executive Director and 
CEO Zaven Khanjian delivered a memorial 
lecture about the life of Hrant Dink at the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus, 
New Jersey on January 31. 

"Long before there was Je suis Charlie 
there was the slogan, We are all Armenian. 
We are all Hrant Dink," Mr. Khanjian told 
a large and attentive audience, who had 
braved adverse winter weather to attend 
the presentation. Mr. Khanjian and his 
wife Sona befriended Hrant Dink shortly 
before Dink’s death, and the lecture 
included not just a witness to the historical 
record, but personal reminiscences as well. 
The lecture’s point of departure was an 
impromptu address Hrant Dink delivered 
at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church (UACC) in Hollywood, California, 
just months before Dink’s death. In those 
remarks, Hrant Dink recalled his ties to the 
Armenian Evangelical movement, and in 
particular a youth camp in Tuzla, Turkey, 
that was dear to him. 

Hrant Dink told the UACC audience 
that as a boy he lived as an orphan in 
the "children’s nest" (Bolso Badanegan 
Doon) on the bottom floor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Gedik Pasa, Istanbul. 
The administrator of the orphanage, Hrant 
Guzelian, had a dream of creating a summer 
facility where children could enjoy the 
outdoors and continue their Bible studies. 
And so, Guzelian began the Tuzla camp. 


But Dink recalled that in those early 
years, Tuzla was a far cry from our notion 
ofa vacation camp. Tents were pitched, and 
at the age of eight, Hrant Dink along with a 
dozen other boys were taught construction 
skills, and began the hard work of building 
the facility that he would later describe as 
"heaven." It was, he said, "an untouched 
shore with fine sand and a piece of lake 
formed from the sea...a sprinkling of 
fig and olive trees, and thorny raspberry 
bushes along the sides of the ditches." 

Not only would Dink work, learn, and 
play at the Tuzla camp, but he eventually 
met his wife Rakel there, when she was 
brought to the camp as a seven-year-old 
Kurdish Armenian. "We grew up together. 
We got married there. Our children were 
born there." 

But eventually, the Turkish government 
placed camp director Hrant Guzelian under 
arrest, on an accusation that he was "raising 
Armenian militants," a notion that Dink ridi- 
culed. "None of us was being raised as Ar- 
menian militants," he said. But Guzelian’s 
arrest left the camp without a leader and 
the church without a pastor. And so, every 
Sunday, Hrant and Rakel Dink would keep 
the church open: a guard at the door, Hrant 
Dink preaching the Bible from the pulpit, 
and Rakel and their three children compris- 
ing the entire congregation. 

Eventually, the Turkish government 
asserted that title to the Tuzla land had 
been granted to the Armenians in error, 
and evicted the children’s camp altogether. 
To illustrate this portion of the lecture, 
Mr. Khanjian showed the audience the 
documentary "Swallow’s Nest" 
by Sehbal Senyrt and Nedim 
Hazar, in which Hrant Dink 
is seen walking through the 
neglected ruins of the Tuzla 
camp, the "heaven" of his 
childhood and early adulthood. 
As he walks, Dink recalls the 
injustice of the seizure of the 
land, and finds in that experience 
the roots of his passion for social 
justice for Turkey’s minority 
communities. 


Because of his 
advocacy as a jout- 
nalist, Hrant Dink 
was eventually charged 
by the Turkish state 
with a violation of 
the infamous Ar- 
ticle 301, which criminalized offending 
Turkishness. He was convicted and given 
a suspended sentence, but Dink realized 
that, even if he was not sentenced to jail, the 
conviction made him a marked man. He re- 
mained in Turkey, he said, out of respect for 
the many thousands who supported him, but 
he said he lived like a pigeon, "obsessed just 
as much [by] what goes on my left, right, 
front, back. My head is just as mobile...and 
just fast enough to turn right away." 

Dink continued, "I may see myself as 
frightened as a pigeon, but I know that in 
this country people do not touch pigeons. 
Pigeons can live in cities, even in crowds. 
A little scared perhaps, but free." 

Tragically, Hrant Dink would not 
share that freedom. On January 19, 2007, a 
17-year-old, Ogun Samast, shot Hrant Dink 
to death as he left his newspaper office. The 
subsequent investigation revealed that Samast 
was acting at the behest of members of the so- 
called "Deep State," ultra-nationalist forces 
within Turkey, believed to include officials 
in government and law enforcement. Those 
legal proceedings continue. 

In recounting the life of Hrant Dink, 
Mr. Khanjian emphasized the values for 
which Dink lived and died. Those causes 
included the Christian faith he learned 
at Evangelical church, orphanage, and 
summer camp; and the inviolable civil 
rights of all minorities living in Turkey. 
Those causes also included a commitment 
to freedom of expression, a commitment 
so absolute that Dink vehemently opposed 
the enactment of a statute criminalizing 
Armenian Genocide denial in France. 

Mr. Khanjian ended on an optimistic 
note, predicting that the forces opposed to 
the truth will eventually be defeated, and 
expressing his hope that goodwill - and 
recognition of the truth of the Armenian 
Genocide - will prevail. O 
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Merdinian School Commemorates 


the Centennial Throughout 2015 


By HELEN HAIG 


he Centennial Commemoration 

of the Genocide at any Armenian 

school, with our young children, 

carries with it very real respon- 
sibilities. At Merdinian, while the School 
acknowledges the terrible losses, it also 
recognizes the opportunity to teach about 
Christian values in addition to our rich Ar- 
menian heritage. Here are a few examples 
of what Merdinian is teaching as an Evan- 
gelical school. 

The School acknowledges the strength 
God has given our first Christian nation. 
Faculty and staff explain that our people, in 
the midst of the hostile Turkish regime, kept 
their faith in Christ at all cost. Even though 
they knew the potential consequences, just 
like the earliest Christians in Rome, they 
understood the difference between life 
without Christ and the abundant life with 
Christ. 

Merdinian explains that although many 
perished, God did not let this nation disappear 
off the face of the earth. The School teaches 
that the survivors sought God’s guidance 
and re-built their communities worldwide 
through God’s grace, and we are now getting 
stronger than ever. We cannot prevent 
adversity on this earth, but we live with 
confidence, knowing that God creates good 
according to His divine plan. 

The School is conducting numerous 
programs and activities to engage the chil- 


dren. For example, 
with one fun, collab- 
orative, educational 
project, the children 
are assigned the task 
of finding a total of 
100 facts about the 
Armenian Geno- 
cide in the 100 days 
countdown to the 
100" Anniversary on 
April 24. Every Fri- 
day, seven facts are 
announced over the 
school intercom and 
posted on all bulletin 
boards around the School. 

The School has designed tee shirts to 
commemorate the Genocide. The children 
wear the shirts every last week of the month 
and will do so throughout the month of 
April. The children are learning that we 
are not embarrassed and we do not back 
down in the face of tragedy. We instead 
face it, and stand in solidarity supporting 
each other and our community. 

The children are participating in various 
programs including the Annual Young 
Author’s Fair, as well as participating in 
an Art Fair. Children are interviewing 
Genocide survivors and writing essays that 
will be published. Various field trips are 
planned, and the children will participate 


in a program at the Ararat Home to honor 
11 residents who are celebrating their 100% 
birthdays this year. 

This is just a small sample of what 
Merdinian is doing this Centennial year. 
The Centennial will be a part of numerous 
morning Chapel Services and School 
Assemblies as well. The School proclaims 
the power of the Resurrection of Christ, and 
that Armenians, with God’s blessing, are 
rising above the difficult circumstances of 
our forebearers to continue to provide our 
unique and compelling witness for Christ. 
The School acknowledges and expresses 
gratitude to the AMAA for its ongoing 
support. 


> Virginia Apelian Lectures on the Armenian Genocide at Kean University in New Jersey 


Virginia Apelian, a member of the Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ, has been invited to speak at a program 
commemorating the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide on April 23 at Kean University in Union, New Jersey. 

The invitation to be the Keynote Speaker came from Janice Kropasky, Director of the Holocaust Resource Center and 
Diversity Council at Kean University. This special program will also include the Armenian Shushi Dance Ensemble, sponsored 
by the St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral of New York City, under the direction of Seta Kantardjian, and will include three beautiful 


dances in honor of the Centennial. 


Following the program which will feature Armenian history and the Genocide, there will be an exhibit with over a dozen 
Armenian relics, paintings and photos on display. Mrs. Apelian’s Musa Dagh Girl books will also be available for signing. 

Mrs. Apelian has been the Keynote Speaker for a number of Armenian Genocide Commemorations in New Jersey 
including those at Rutgers University, Union County College and Raritan Valley Community College. 
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REV. MEGRDITCH KARAGUEZIAN 


Haigazian University Holds Conference on 
Armenian Genocide Centennial 


he Haigazian University and the Armenian Genocide 100th 
[ Anniversary Commemoration Committee of Lebanon held 
a series of lectures and seminars to commemorate the Cen- 
tennial of the Armenian Genocide. 

On January 31, 2015, under the leadership of Rev. Megrditch 
Karagoezian, President of AEUNA, a Conference was organized, 
titled "Armenian Genocide Centennial and its Implications." The 
Conference was attended by ministers, members of the Lebanese 
Parliament, academics, scholars and religious leaders. The Keynote 
Speaker was scholar and historian, Professor Masoud Daher of the 
Lebanese University. His topic was "The Armenian Question in 


the Age of Globalization: The Current Situation and its Prospects." 

On February 1, 2015, a worship service was held at the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Beirut. Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian 
was the Keynote Speaker. 

A total of eight topics were covered by scholars from Armenia, 
Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. In addition, there was a presentation of 
two books written in Arabic, "100 years of Armenian Genocide: 100 
Testimonials" by author Dr. Nora Arisian, and "Karapagh Dailies, 
Green and Black: No War No Peace" by author Tatul Hakobyan. 
The Conference presentations and sessions were moderated by Dr. 
Antranig Dakessian and Seta Khedashian. 0 


Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian in Conversation with Khatchig Mouradian 


(Former Editor of Armenian Weekly) at Ramapo College in NJ 


On Tuesday, February 10, Haigazian University President 
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian gave a lecture/question and answer 
session at Ramapo College in Mahwah, NJ, on "The Scourge of 
Genocide: A Century of Angst in the Middle East." The event 
was hosted by the Gross Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies of the College. 

The lecture/discussion, which was held between Dr. 
Haidostian and Khatchig Mouradian, Coordinator of the 
Armenian Genocide Program at the Center for the Study of 
Genocide and Human Rights at Rutgers University, explored 
a century of violence from the Armenian Genocide to the 
rise of ISIS—and the angst it has created among the people 
of the Middle East. 
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Journey of the Crane A Centennial Concert, Commemorating the Armenian 
Genocide at the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church of San Francisco 


n Saturday, January 31st, the Calvary Armenian Con- 
gregational Church of San Francisco, CA presented 
its Annual Concert in the Sanctuary of the Church to a 
capacity filled crowd. 

The theme of this year’s Concert was "Journey of the Crane" 
and was dedicated to the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide. The 
audience enjoyed an array of Armenian sharagans, classical and 
patriotic songs, instrumental compositions such as Nor Dzaghig, 
Aysor Nor Or, Groung, Karoun a, Dzirani Dzar, Hayasdan, Giligia, 
as well as a few non-Armenian classics, which were performed 
by the professional talented musicians and the church choir. As 
a conclusion and prayer, the last rendition was the Lord’s Prayer 
Hayr Mer, with the beautiful musical composition of the famous 
Armenian Evangelical composer Armiss. 

The Concert, as described by the Pastor of the Church and the 
Musical Director Rev. Nerses Balabanian, was indeed a unique jour- 
ney, just like the Groung (the crane), that flies in freedom, migrates 
and goes over the world, and comes back home. Badveli Balabanian 
took the audience on a journey where they cried, smiled and celebrated 
the life and creativity that God has granted us. 


Special thanks to all participating musicians, Tatev Amiryan 
(Piano), Alexandra Hawley (Flute), Chinar Merjanian (Organ), 
Jason Park (Trumpet), Seda Kizirian (Soprano), Martin Ulikhanyan 
(Clarinet), Helene Zindarsian (Soprano) and Sevan Balabanian 
(Piano accompaniment), for using their artistic talents for the glory 
of God and for the advancement of our Armenian culture. O 


‘ n May 7, 8 and 9, 2015 thousands will gather in 
ARMEN at 10 (i) Washington, D.C., to commemorate the Centennial of 
GENOCIDE the Armenian Genocide. "While remembering those 


who were lost, we will also give thanks for the creation of a 
new Armenia and for thriving Armenian communities around 
the world. Grateful for the opportunities our ancestors found 
on arrival in this country, we are also deeply indebted to those 
institutions and individuals who helped the survivors during the Genocide. In the Nation's Capital this May, we will 
thank those who have helped to spread awareness of the Armenian Genocide, and those who work tirelessly to 
prevent Genocide elsewhere in the world." The National Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide Centennial 


1915-2015 8 100th Year of Remembrance 100th Year of Remembrance 


The National Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide Centennial 


Five major events will carry these themes Forward: 


Ecumenical Service: National Cathedral — 
info@armeniangenocidecentennial.org) 
Concert: Music Center at Strathmore — May 8 at 8:00 p.m. (Tickets from box office: www.strathmore.org) 
Divine Liturgy: Shrine of the Immaculate Conception — May 9 at 10 a.m. (Entry without ticket or charge) 
Reception and Banquet: Marriott Marquis Hotel — May 9 at 6 p.m. ($100 per person. For reservations E-mail: 
info@armeniangenocidecentennial.org 

Exhibitions and Cultural Events at the Marriott Hotel — 
Washington, D.C.) 

There will be buses provided taking guests between the Marriott and the Event venues at a reasonable charge. 

For more information you may visit www.armeniangenocidecentennial.org or E-mail: info@armeniangenocidecentennial.org 


May 7 at 7:00 p.m. (Free but ticketed. Please send reservations to 


May 7-9 (Free and open to the public at the Marriott Marquis and around 
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Rev. Dr. Christine Chakoian Lectures on the Presbyterian 


Church (USA) Recognition of the Armenian Genocide 
Sponsored by the Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church, Downey, CA 


resbyterian Church (USA) resolution recognizing the 

Armenian Genocide on June 20, 2014 may be considered 

a milestone among numerous other efforts meant to 

raise awareness of the 1915 Genocide during this year’s 
Centennial remembrances. Rev. Dr. Christine Chakoian, Senior 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest, Illinois, 
who was instrumental, together with Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni, 
in passing the Genocide Resolution, was invited by Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church of Downey, CA on February 
21-22, 2015, to present two lectures to the Armenian community of 
Southern California and explain the manner in which this Resolution 
was passed and what were its implications. 

On Saturday, February 21*, the first lecture entitled Presbyte- 
rian Church (USA) Resolution on the Armenian Genocide and 
its Implications took place at C&E Merdinian Armenian Evan- 
gelical School. Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian opened the meeting with 
the invocation, followed by Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni introducing 
Rev. Dr. Chakoian and Rev. Dr. Jack Hodges, who represented the 
Jinishian Memorial Program. Rev. Dr. Hodges delivered a brief 
power point presentation on the Jinishian Memorial Program that 
had belonged to the Presbyterian Church (USA) for more than five 
decades, and had now played an important role in initiating this 
Resolution. Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian conveyed the greetings and 
support of the Armenian Evangelical World Council. 

Rev. Dr. Chakoian spoke about the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Genocide Resolution that intends to familiarize the Church’s 1.8 mil- 
lion members in 11,000 parishes around the USA about the atrocities 
leveled against the Armenians by the Ottoman Turks during World 
War I. The Resolution calls on Presbyterian member churches to 
commemorate the Armenian Genocide each year on the Sunday 
closest to April 24" to raise awareness of the Armenian Genocide 
and prevent future atrocities against humanity. The meeting was 
concluded with a period of questions and answers. 


Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian 


aA 
Rev. Dr. Jack Hodges 
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L to R: Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Rev. Dr. Christine Chakoian, Dr. 
Arthur Salibian and Rev. Dr. Vartkes M. Kassouni. 


On Sunday, February 22™, Rev. Dr. Chakoian was the guest 
preacher for the morning service at Immanuel Armenian Congre- 
gational Church of Downey. This was followed by her lecture titled 
The PC (USA) Resolution: A Collaborative Effort. In her remarks, 
Rev. Dr. Chakoian stressed the collaborative efforts of The Rev. 
Fr. Garabed Kotchakian, Pastor of St. John’s Armenian Apostolic 
Church of Detroit, MI, Armenian and non-Armenian Clergy repre- 
senting local presbyteries, and General Assembly commissioners, 
that led to the adoption of the Resolution by the General Assembly 
on the 20" of June, 2014. Rev. Dr. Chakoian concluded her talk by 
stressing the need for collaboration and reconciliation in all matters, 
so as to reflect our identity, character, and our collective mission in 
Christ toward building God’s Kingdom and living in His truth. O 


oe 


Rev. Dr. Christine Chakoian 
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AMAA and AEUNA Participate in the 
All Armenia Fund Telethon and Banquet 


Honoring Mr. & Mrs. Gerald & Patricia Turpanjian 


nce again, the Armenia Fund registered a great success 

in the spirit of solidarity to bring the Homeland and the 

Diaspora together to demonstrate support for each other 

and to raise funds to help rebuild the infrastructure of 
the Motherland. 

The two major events organized by the Armenia Fund were the 
Armenia Telethon held on Thanksgiving Day November 27, and the 
Annual Banquet held at the Glendale Hilton Hotel on November 
23, 2014. 

Mr. Anto Baghdassarian, Chair of the Committee, demonstrated 
his leadership in organizing these events. Clergy from all denomi- 
nations, dignitaries and elected government officials all came to 
show solidarity. The President of Karabagh, Bako Sahakyan, his 
Eminence Archbishop Barkev Martirosyan, Primate of the Diocese 
of Artsakh, and the newly appointed Ambassador of the Republic 
of Armenia to the United States, Mr. Tigran Sargsyan attended 
the events. This year’s honorees were philanthropists Mr. & Mrs. 
Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian. Dr. Mihran Agbabian introduced 
the honorees for the evening, who were presented with the Order 
of Mesrob Mashdots by President Bako Sahakyan. 

Both AMAA and AEUNA representatives participated in 
these events and financially supported the fundraising event for the 
completion of the Vardenis-Martakert Highway. 

The AMAA and the AEUNA congratulate the All Armenia Fund 
for its successful endeavors and the Turpanjians for their dedication, 
love and support for the Armenian people, and pray that God will 
continue to bless our Homeland with peace and prosperity. O 


y. OF \ AO f YY NS 
L to R: George and Suzie Phillips, Ambassador Tigran Sargsyan, 


President Bako Sahakyan, Levon Filian and Dr. Mihran and 
Elizabeth Agbabian. 


Mr. & Mrs. Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian being presented with 
the Order of Mesrob Mashdots Award. 


\\ 
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L to R: Maureen McNulty, Gary Turpanjian, Deanna Nazarian, 
Gerald Turpanjian, Lori Muncherian, Jack Muncherian, Paul 
Turpanjian, Bennette Turpanjian. 


L to R: Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Pastor Joe Garabedian, Harold 
Demirjian, Levon Filian, Dr. Vahram Shemmassian, Dr. Hasmig 
and Arsene Baran. 
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Meet Our Veteran Pastors: 
The Rev. Dr. Peter B. Doghramji 


By Rev. L. NISHAN BAKALIAN 


he Rev. Dr. Peter B. Doghramji was born in 1929, in 

Aleppo, Syria. He grew up in the Syriac Evangelical 

Church within the Armenian Evangelical Union. He 

attended the one-room school of the church, until 

the Rev. Edward Tovmassian, his pastor and hero, 
enrolled him in the fourth grade of the elementary section of 
Aleppo College, where he continued through high school and 
his freshman year in college. The Rev. Dikran Antreassian helped 
him enroll in the Seminary in Beirut in 1948. He graduated in 
1953, with a B.A. from the American University of Beirut and 
a Diploma in Theology from the Near East School of Theology 
(NEST). 

There he met his future wife, Marie Bedikian, an elementary 
school teacher who wanted to pursue her career in Christian 
Education. They were married in 1953 and headed to Badveli 
Doghramji’s first parish in Hassakeh, Syria, where ISIS is in 
control today. He preached in Arabic to a congregation of mostly 
Arabic-, but also Armenian-, Aramaic-, Kurdish-, and Russian- 
speaking people. He also was principal of the elementary school 
and taught English at the public high schools because English 
teachers were not available. Their first son, Karl, was born 
there in 1954. Badveli Doghramji was ordained by the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (Arab Presbyterian). 

The following year, Rev. Dr. Doghramji joined the faculty 
of Aleppo College as a teacher of religion and philosophy. 
Paul, their second son, was born in 1957. In 1959, Rev. Dr. 
Doghramji was elected as the first national President of 
Aleppo College. He was given a year’s leave for graduate 
study at Harvard University Divinity School, where he studied 
under such luminaries as Paul Tillich. He received a Master 
of Theology (Th.M.) degree in 1961. 

From 1961 to 1966, he served Aleppo College as President 
and professor of religion. He was also the interim pastor 
of the National (Arab) Evangelical Church in Aleppo. Their 
third son, James, was born there in 1963. Rev. Dr. Doghramji 
resigned his position in 1966 to continue his doctoral studies 
in a joint program between Princeton University and Princeton 
Theological Seminary. His doctoral dissertation was "Christian 
Ethics in the Muslim Context." He was awarded a Ph.D. degree, 
magna cum laude, in 1970. 

During his last year at Princeton, he served the Armenian 
Martyrs’ Congregational Church (AMCC) in Havertown, PA, 
as part-time interim pastor. He declined the invitation of the 
church to be their permanent pastor due to his commitment to 


teach at NEST as professor 
of theology. But after two 
semesters of teaching 
there in Beirut in 1969-70, 
he and his family moved 
to Havertown, where he 
resumed the ministry of 
the church on a full-time 
basis. 

After serving the 
church for nine years he 
resigned in 1979 to join the 
staff of the Pennsylvania 
Southeast Conference 
of the United Church of 
Christ as an Assistant to 
the Conference Minister. In 
1985, he became the President and Minister of the Conference. 
Having served a full term of six years, he retired in 1991. During 
his tenure in Collegeville, PA, he received the Doctor of Divinity 
(D.D.) degree from Ursinus College in 1986. 

His retirement was interrupted several times: first, in 
1993 as interim pastor of Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church of Downey, CA; next as interim (1993-94) and then senior 
pastor (1994-96) of the United Armenian Congregational Church 
in Hollywood, CA; twice as interim pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of New York (2000-03 and 2006-12); and as 
Executive Director, Armenian Missionary Association of America 
in 2004. 

Rev. Dr. Doghramji was a Trustee and Adjunct Professor 
of Theology at Lancaster Theological Seminary. He served 
the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America as the first 
Executive Secretary (1979-84), Moderator (1984-86), and 
Chairman of the Theological Commission (from 1996). He has 
been widely known as a theologian, Biblical scholar, preacher 
and teacher. He is the author of the soon-to-be-released book 
on the Apostles' Creed, Exploring Our Faith (published jointly 
by the AMAA and the AMCC), as well as the 2004 collection 
of reflections, In Other Words, (published by the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of NY and AMAA), both of which are available 
through the AMAA office. He and his wife continue to reside in 
Havertown, PA, and they have seven grandchildren. Sons Karl, 
Paul and James are practicing physicians in the Philadelphia 
area. O 
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| Too Have A Dream! 


Ephesians 1:10, 4:13- 


By REV. PETER B. DOGHRAMAJI, Ph.D. 


16 


ere we are again! We assemble in various locations year 

after year to commemorate the victims of the Armenian 

Genocide. Most of us are of Armenian descent. We come 

together and we hear emotional and eloquent speeches. 
We speak to each other: Armenian to Armenian. 

I wonder what it would be like if I were asked to speak to the 
descendants of the perpetrators of the Genocide. It is not likely that 
that will take place, at least not in my lifetime. Yet, I have a dream! I 
dream of the day when it will be possible for an Armenian to address 
a Turkish crowd. Then I ask myself: as a minister of the Gospel and 
as an Armenian, what will be my message to my Turkish audience? 
What will I tell them? 

First, I will tell them about God’s secret plan which has been 
revealed in Christ: "To unite all things in heaven and on earth!" The 
plan is one of reconciliation, and that includes the Armenian and 
the Turk. (Ephesians 1:10) 


Second, I will speak about maturity. Maturity denotes 
acceptance of responsibility, including accountability for 
mistakes and sins. Children and immature people always deny 
their sins. So did Adam and Eve as newly created "children." 
Only mature people accept their sins and do something to rectify 
them. Reconciliation involves a mature and courageous attitude 
toward the Genocide. 

My dream is that the day will come when we shall cease from 
enumerating the sins of the Ottoman Turks and their progeny. On 
that day, they themselves will acknowledge them. On that day we 
shall extend our right hand to clasp theirs. On that day God’s plan 
will be fulfilled, and we shall no longer be immature children, 
bickering, quarreling, blaming, and nursing hatred; "but speaking 
the truth with love," we shall be grown ups, as God’s children and 
members of God’s household. 

I, too, have a dream! 


The AEUNA Executive Committee and Board of Directors 


Meet at the AEUNA Offices 


he Executive Committee and Board of Directors of the 

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 

convened for their second meeting on January 22- 

24 at the AEUNA offices in Glendale, CA. Along with 
the reports of the AEUNA officers, staff, standing committees 
and affiliated organizations, the members addressed issues 
pertaining to the organization, life and ministry of the Union, 
AEUNA churches, youth and camps. 

Some of the highlights of the meeting were the Centennial 
Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide, visioning for the 
future, the 2016 Biennial Convention (June 23-26, Chicago, IL), 
AEUNA in-care students, search for AEUNA Minister to the Union 
and East Coast Youth Minister, publications (Forum, Highlights) 
and Joint Home Mission with the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA). 

These meetings were planned to coincide with the Centennial 


Commemoration Concert, organized by the Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee of the AEUNA and AMAA which was held 


on Saturday, January 24 at the Ambassador Auditorium in Pasadena, CA. 


The leadership of AEUNA solicits and appreciates the prayers of its church members, as they trust God in the implementation 


and execution of the decisions made at these meetings. 
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HAIGAZIAN UNIVERSITY 


AMAA/Haigazian University Friendship Dinner 


Hosted by Serge and Anita 


By GILDA BUCHAKJIAN (KUPELIAN) 


he Seasons Banquet Hall in Washington Township, NJ, 

was abuzz with guests at the AMAA/Haigazian Friendship 

Dinner, graciously hosted by Serge and Anita Buchakjian 

on February 7, 2015. Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) Board members from near and far, Haigazian 
University (HU) Trustees, alumni, and friends were delighted to 
help celebrate the only Armenian University in the Diaspora in high 
spirits, camaraderie, and philanthropy. 

In his welcome address and words of thanks to the attendees, 
Serge Buchakjian, a member of the Haigazian Board of Trustees, 
offered a few heartfelt words about his first alma mater on the 
occasion of its 60" anniversary this year. How fortuitous that 
Haigazian University was the launching pad for his education 
and career in the aerospace industry, only two decades after the 
production of the first rocket ever in the Mideast led by Manoug 
Manougian and his Haigazian University team. Mr. Buchakjian 
underscored the fact that in addition to preserving the Armenian 
heritage, Haigazian University "impacts lives beyond just education. 
It teaches tolerance and fosters a culture of understanding through 
the open exchange of ideas across ethnic and religious backgrounds." 
He was proud to call Haigazian University "a jewel of a university" 
hoping that it will prosper well over its 60" anniversary. 

Rev. Berj Gulleyan, Pastor of the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ, was invited to say grace, with an 
inspirational invocation. 

The Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA, Zaven Khanjian 
was pleased to ascertain that education was the legacy contributed by 
the Armenian Evangelical Community to the nation and our people. 
Mr. Khanjian spoke of the pioneering work in creating "a colossal 
network of educational institutions from kindergartens to elementary 
and secondary schools, institutions of higher education - colleges 
and schools of theology. We have pioneered in the education of 
women, introduced music and physical education and raised the 
level of literacy, education, enlightenment and culture within our 
people." The Genocide "severed the trunk of our existence. It wiped 
out innumerable dreams and the unlimited potential of a nation." 
Still, continued Mr. Khanjian "out of the ashes the Phoenix rose 
again, the AMAA was born in 1918. Education took precedence. 
Schools were built again and spread wherever our remnants took 
refuge. Visionaries were active again and so in collaboration with the 
AMAA, Haigazian was born." Mr. Khanjian concluded his remarks 
by praising the spirit of philanthropy that has supported the efforts 
of all those who stood steadfast behind this institution. 

As a token of appreciation, Mr. Khanjian presented the hosts, 
Serge and Anita Buchakjian, whose wedding anniversary coincided 


Buchakjian 


on that day, a sculptural artifact of the ark on Mt. Ararat, by Michael 
Aram, symbolizing overcoming adversity and reaching new heights. 

The dynamic President of Haigazian University, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian thanked the hosts, the AMAA, and its Board members for 
their support. Rev. Dr. Haidostian pointed out that "2015 coincides 
with the 60t" anniversary of Haigazian University and that many 
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events and celebrations will be planned in Beirut, Dubai, and the 
USA. But more meaningfully, our institution is named after a famous 
educator, Armenag Haigazian, who fell victim to the Genocide, and 
we are honoring and paying homage to his legacy as well." 

"How can one tell whether Haigazian University is still true 
to its mission and successful at that?" was President Haidostian’s 
leading question. "Our graduates are doing very well in graduate 
programs around the globe; they are successful in the job market; our 
financial aid office is one of the most central functions at HU, 
and the support of the Syrian Armenian students was yet another 
testimony about that. Our community outreach, research and 
publication efforts are bearing fruit and we are regularly organizing 
conferences and educational events. We are still preparing leaders 
for the community, and acting as bridge-builders among all parties. 
What will sustain these efforts is the need for ongoing and generous 
support of everyone in more significant ways than before." 

Joyce Philibosian Stein, staunch supporter of Haigazian 
University for decades, following in her parents Stephen and Sirpuhi 
Philibosian’s footsteps, was happy to herald the call for continued 
philanthropic efforts to help sustain the level of excellence achieved 
by Haigazian University, over the years, for its students. Tina 
Segel, the apple that has not fallen far from the tree, continues her 
commitment for this institution of higher learning, that has remained 
a solid beacon of erudition despite years of trials and tribulations. 
Tina’s journey with HU began when she overheard her mother 
and uncle repeatedly use the words AMAA and Haigazian in their 
household. That piqued her interest and after visiting the University 
with her parents, embarked on her philanthropic work following in 
her parents Joseph and Joyce’s footsteps. 

Friends and alumni in good spirits including AMAA President 
and HU Trustees Chair, Drs. Nazareth and Ani Darakjian, Haigazian 
University Board members Gary Phillips and his wife Arsine, Dr. 
Hasmig Baran and her husband Arsene, Harry Najarian and his wife 
Cheryl, Robert Kurkjian, AMAA Past President Andy Torigian, 
West Coast Executive Director Levon Filian, Dr. Raffi and Shoghag 
Hovanessian, Khoren and Seta Nalbandian, Maurice and Berjouhi 
Gulesserian and many more enjoyed a cheerful evening replete with 
"joyful noise," good food, music and dancing, and all for a good 
cause. After all, as Mr. Buchakjian so aptly put it "heat warms the 
body, but friendship warms the heart." O 
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AMAA MISSION HIGHLIGHT 


AMAA Eurasia Representative Visits Churches 


in Russia, Abkhazia and Georgia 


ev. René Léonian, AMAA Eur- 
asia Representative, on behalf of 
The Armenian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of America (AMAA) and 
The Armenian Evangelical World Council 
(AEWC), recently visited the Armenian 
Evangelical churches in Russia (Moscow and 
Sochi), in Abkhazia and in Georgia (Tbilisi 
and Akhalkalak). The purpose of his trip was 
to meet with the local church pastors and to 
assess their needs, both spiritual and financial. 

We would like to share with our readers 
the ministries we have in these countries and 
ask you to fervently pray for these ministries 
to grow and bring glory to God. We also ask 
you to financially support our ministries in 
these countries. 

In Moscow, the church holds Bible 
studies on Saturdays and worship services 
on Sundays in a rented small sanctuary. 
They have a youth group and plan weekend 
retreats and house visits all in the spirit of 
unity and Christian fellowship. There are 
over one million Armenians in Moscow. 

The church in Sochi has been holding 
worship services for 20 years. The members 
meet in a rented church ona regular basis to 
hold worship services, youth group activi- 
ties, Sunday School and Bible studies for 
various groups. There are about 300,000 
Armenians in the Sochi region. 

The Church in Abkhazia has been 
struggling, and they need our prayers. The 
overall population of Abkhazia is 240,000 
of which 60,000 are Armenians. 

The Church in Tbilisi holds worship 
services on Sundays, after which they hold 
Sunday School classes, Armenian language 
classes and Bible studies. There are more 
than 300,000 Armenians living in Georgia. 


Worship Service at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Tbilisi, Georgia. 


In Akhalkalak, the church build- 
ing (2 floors) belongs to the AMAA. 
They hold their weekly worship ser- 
vices on Saturdays at 11 am. They lead 
a Child Sponsorship Program. 

In Goumbourdou, the Church 
Service and Sunday School sessions 
are held in the pastor’s garage. They 
also hold a Bible Study Session on 
Wednesday mornings. 

In Soulda, the Church Service is held in 
a rented house on Thursdays at | pm. They 
also have a Sunday School. 

In Akhalzke, the Church Service is 
held on Saturdays at 12 pm in a house which 
belongs to a Georgian Baptist church. They 
also have a small Sunday School. 

There are 72 villages in the Akhalkalak 
Region, 65 of them are all Armenians 
(around 80,000 Armenians). There are also 
several thousand Armenians in Akhalzke. 

Let’s continue to pray for our churches 
in Eurasia, especially in Russia, Georgia 
and Abkhazia and encourage the churches 
to remain steadfast to keep on the right track 
their faith and Armenian heritage. 0 


L to R: Rev. René Léonian, Rev. Mihran 
Torossian, Pastor of Abkhazia Church, and 
Rev. Sassoun Karakhanian, Pastor of Sochi 
Church. 


Children sing at the Worship Service of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Sochi. 


The Congregation of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Sochi, Russia. 


The Youth of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Moscow, Russia. 


Some of the members of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Goumbourdou. 


Bible Study Group of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Akhalkalak, Georgia. 
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A Visit with Billy Graham Evangelical 
Association and Samaritan’s Purse 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 

Billy Graham Evangelical Association (BGEA) and the 

Samaritan's Purse (SP) are Christian organizations that 

preach and teach the Gospel to win souls for Christ and 
to give a glass of cold water to the needy in His Name. 

The cooperative efforts between these organizations began with 
the relationship Joe and Joyce Stein had developed with the Graham 
ministries and the Samaritan's Purse decades ago. A stronger tie 
was developed when Dr. Melvin and Mrs. Sylvia Cheatham visited 
Armenia in 2012 accompanied by the Steins. 

Since 1997, the Samaritan's Purse has financially supported 
renovation projects of schools and churches in Armenia. 

The AMAA has worked closely with these organizations and 
contributed to their ministries as well. Most recently, the AMAA 
contributed funds for Ebola relief. 

From December 8-11, the Steins and Levon Filian, AMAA 
West Coast Executive Director, visited the BGEA Headquarters in 
Charlotte, NC and SP Headquarters in Boone, NC. The visitations 
were made possible by Dr. Cheatham who serves on both Boards. 

Each organization welcomed us with warmth, and demonstrated 
great enthusiasm to continue to work together. Evangelism, 
discipleship training, construction projects, humanitarian aid, health 
and medical ministries were discussed with respective leaders 
of the organizations. We met with David Yerry, Ken Barun, Roy 
Graham, Jane Austin Graham, Viktor Hamm, Gary Cobb, Wayne 
Atcheson, Tom Phillips, Edward Densham, Chris Swanson, Matt 
Foster representing Randy Fox and others. 

We spent quality time with each of the members in fellowship, 
friendship, discussion of various projects; and we committed all our 
plans to God in Prayer. 

These meetings and our time in prayer, we believe, will bear [J 
fruit and God will bless our ministries as we continue to cooperate __L to R: Rev. Dr. Melvin Cheatham L to R: Roy Graham, Joyce and 
with these organizations in the coming months and years. and Joe Stein. Joe Stein and Dr. Tom Phillips. 


L to R: Levon Filian, Jane Austin Graham, Joyce Stein, David Yerry _| to R: Levon Filian, Dr. Viktor Hamm and Joyce and Joe Stein. 
and Joe Stein. 


AMAA NEWS, Jan-Feb-March 2015 21 


_ Armenian Apostolic Church. 


VISITATIONS 


Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, visited churches on the East Coast, 
participated in their worship services and brought the greetings of the AMAA. 


Zaven Khanjian at the First Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Montreal - Laval, QC, Canada. 


Southern California area Armenian Evangelical 


_ Ministers visit His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh 


Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy of the 


1am Chaparian, Levon 

oghos Tinkjian, 

ssian, Rev. Dikran 
che Ekmekjian. 


\ ' ENIAN EVAN 
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Zaven Khanjian with Rev. Haig Kherlopian, Pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. 


Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of AMAA Board 
and Levon Filian visit with Dr. Richard Kasper. 


| m 
fia Pe: 


L to R: Dr. Richard Kasper, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian and Joyce 
Abdulian. 


AMAA West Coast Executive Director visits with the Association's friends 
and donors on the East and West Coasts. 


Standing L to R: Doris and Arda Melkonian. Seated L to R: 
= Effie Eskijian, Levon Filian, Rosig Baroutjian, Rev. John 
Dr. Avedis and Laura Hadidian Dr. Norair and Martha Sarian. Melkonian, Jeanette Melkonian, Mardiros Baroutjian, Dr. 


Khachadurian. Liliana Filian and Martin Eskijian. 


AMAA West Coast Executive Director participated in 
the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C. 


save the Date 


Commemorating 


Vartan Jinishian's 
145" Birthday 


SO 


ssentation and Celebration of the 
ishian Memorial Program 


L to R: Levon Filian, Geordon Rendle, International President of 


Youth for Christ, and Rev. Berdj Diambazian. Dinner and Progra mM 


uNnday, June 7, 2015, at 5 pm 
resbyterian Church 
Nui dd | VE 
~ & 


For more Information you may contact 
Rev. Dr. Jack Hodges 


at 503.635.8625 or 
E-mail: jnodges@bcdemail.com 


L to R: Levon Filian, Congresswoman Janice Hahn and Aram 
Hamparian, Executive Director of ANCA. 


WOLFGANG GUST 


The Armenian Genocide 


Evidence from the German Foreign 
Office Archives, 1915-1916 
Compiled and edited by Wolfgang 
Gust 


In close to 800 pages the book contains 
hundreds of telegrams, letters and reports 
from German consular officials in the Otto- 
man Empire to the Foreign Office in Berlin 
which describe in graphic and shocking detail the unfolding 
Genocide of the Armenians. 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 

To order this book, please fill out the Book Order Form. 


Aleppo First Station 


Childhood memories of a happy 
teenager in Aleppo, Syria (in Armenian). 
By Zaven Khanjian 


Zu Ey Unwept Gwywpwt - Uwtyn- 
phvt ntttgny wm up jnigtpp - 
hinhtwy Qurkt Vwiétwt 

The story of a young boy who lived and 
tremendously enjoyed his childhood in 
HALEB. It shares the vibrant upbringing, happy and amazing 
childhood stories, and beautiful memories of growing up. 
Item # 351 - Price: $30.00 

To order this book, please fill out the Book Order Form. 


NUS UUBUPLD 


~O 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue No.(s)} 
# (Ss) For a total of $ 


for postage and handling. 


plus $ 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each additional 
book. For Canada and international orders, please call or e-mail AMAA 
for shipping and handling charges before you send in your order - (order 
books by catalogue numbers). 

Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to AMAA in U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Cen- 
tury Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the 
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Featured Books from AMAA's Book Store Department 


| Shall Not Die 


A Tribute to the Faithfulness of God 
By Rev. Nerses Sarian 
Edited by Eric W. Gosden 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


The personal accounts of Rev. Sarian's 
survival story during the Armenian Genocide 
and a record of the miracles of grace that he 
has experienced. As a picture of the Church 
in persecution, this story has the great virtue 
of being a firsthand account from one who was directly involved. 
Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 

To order this book, please fill out the Book Order Form. 


Is This House Yours or Mine? 


Quits Mabibat 


Uju Smblp 
Ponichy t fot du 


whyré 
a 
22N0 2 
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Pages from the Diary of the Author's 
pilgrimage to Western Armenia, Cilicia and 
Constantinople (in Armenian). 

By Zaven Khanjian 


Uju Snitp 2n'iyy tt Puu - hinhtwl’ 
Suiikt umtdtwt: Oifunwmquugniphru 
nhyh Uptiulntwt Zwywumwt, Uhypypu 
tr Gnunwinuniynypu - Zinhtumlypu 
Opwaqpnietwt Epkpkt wntniws: 


Item # 352- Price: $35.00 
To order this book, please fill out the Book Order Form. 


The Hymnal 


The Hymnal (Hokevor Yerkaran), 
published by the Armenian Heritage 
Committee of Royal Oak, Michigan, 
(August 2014), represents the culmination 
of 22 years of tireless and selfless labor 
by its two editors, the brother-sister team 
of Hrant Agbabian and Lucina Agbabian 
Hubbard. Lifelong members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Community and 
the children of Rev. Siragan Agbabian, each brought their 
significant musical talents to bear on a task that neither 
anticipated would last the better part of a quarter century. 
Hrant was for decades choir conductor at the largest 
Armenian Evangelical Church in the US; Lucina has for 
many years been teaching Armenian music history at USC. 
Working with them were a number of distinguished clergy 
and laymen from both within and without the Evangelical 
tradition. 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 

To order this book, please fill out the Book Order Form. 


For a complete listing of our bookstore items please contact AMAA 
Book Store: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org 
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Our Syrian Armenian Kin \Veed Your Support 


In these trying times in Syria, the AMAA continues to provide essential 
and God-pleasing services to our Syrian Armenian kin in Syria, especially to 
our communities in Aleppo and Kessab, and the Syrian refugees in Lebanon 
and Armenia. Your Christian love and compassion and generous donation 
has helped sustain the lives of so many desperate and hapless families, as 
Syria continues to submerge deeper into an unprecedented chaos facing an 
uncertain future. There is the daily fear of missile attacks showering over the 
residential neighborhoods, fear of armed terrorists groups overrunning the 
streets and homes, poverty, anxiety toward the future, economic whirlpool, 
mental disorders, lack of water and electrical power, the pain and suffering of 
physically losing family members and relatives.to kidnapping or acts of war, 
and so much more. 

To date the AMAA has raised over $800,000. However more financial aid is 
needed to continue our relief efforts to reach out and inject hope and anchor 
the will of the people.to,survive and sustain! 


Did You Know? 


- There is still a severe lack of food, shelter, and medical care 
- Our schools are under tremendous pressure and stress 

- Neighborhoods with no heat or electricity 

- Our students are studying with blankets and candles 


So far, your gifts have provided: 


- Shelter for homeless families 
- Water, Food and Nutrition 

- Medical Assistance 

- School Tuition 

- Salaries for Schoolteachers 


We have the calling and duty to reach out to our Syrian 
Armenian kin in Syria as well as in neighboring countries 
where they have found refuge. Let us join hands and 
sustain them. Let us also pray that God will end the 
violence and bring this conflict to a peaceful resolution. 

Your gift makes a difference. Thank you for your 
continued support. 


YES, | would like to reach out and help our Syrian 
Armenian kin. Enclosed please find my donation in the 
amount of $ 

Name 


Address 


Tel: 


E-mail: 


To make a donation you can send in your tax-deductible checks 
payable to AMAA for Syria Relief and mail to AMAA, 31 West 
Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. To make a contribution with 
a credit/debit card, please visit AMAA’s website at amaa.org or 
call AMAA at 201.265.2607. Thank you for your support! 


Some of the Syrian Armenian University students who 
recently received financial aid from the AMAA. 


ARMENIA 


—a 


Fisk. 


STITCHED! WITH L [OVE PROGRAM 


Provides Hats, Blankets and Infant Clothing to Expectant 
Teacher-Mothers of Malatya-Sebastya District 


ith the support provided from individu- 
als, community organizations and church 
groups, AMAA’s Stitched with Love 
Program, founded in late 2013, provides 
knitted or crocheted hats and baby blankets to newborns 
in maternity hospitals throughout Armenia. A lady from 
North Carolina who recently participated in this Program 
writes: "My maternal grandmother was the sole survivor in 
her family of the Genocide. It is through her and my mother 
that I was passed the talent of sewing and handwork. I am 
grateful to God and to them for this gift and try to use that 
gift in service to others. Thanks for your work in making this 
dream of helping Armenian babies and children a reality." 

During this Christmas and New Year season, with 
the cooperation of the Head of the Malatya-Sebastya 
Administrative District of Yerevan, a special event was 
organized at AMAA’s Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian 
School and Community Center for all expectant teacher- 
mothers in the neighborhood. They were welcomed 


by the School Principal Melanya Geghamyan, AMAA 
Armenia Representative Harout Nercessian and the 
head of the Education Department of Malatya-Sebastya 
District. Each expectant teacher-mother received hats, 
blankets and other clothing from Stitched with Love for 
their soon to be born babies. The event was highlighted 
in the Malatya-Sebastya local press. 

It is the hope of the women of the Stitched with 
Love program, that all the newborn babies in Armenia 
will soon go home with their mothers, swaddled in a 
blanket and a hat made by caring individuals like you! 

For more information on how to participate and 
help in this effort, please contact the AMAA office at 
201-265-2607, or visit www.amaa.org and click on the 
Stitched with Love tab. Donations to cover the cost 
of yarn, transportation and freight can be mailed to the 
AMAAat 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. To 
make a donation by credit card, you may call the AMAA 
office or visit AMAA’s website at www.amaa.org. UO) 


26 AMAA NEWS, Jan-Feb-March 2015 


AMAA Christmas Programs 
in Armenia and Karabagh 


Christmas in Sisian, Armenia. 


Ihe Armenian Missionary Associa- 

tion of America (AMAA) and the 

Evangelical Churches of Armenia 

(ECA), continue their Christian 
ministry by planning and organizing Christ- 
mas programs in several towns and villages 
in Armenia and Karabagh. 

This year, over 7,200 children re- 
ceived AMAA Christmas Joy Packages 
that contained a variety of gifts and mes- 
sages from the Gospel about God’s Love 
revealed in sending His only begotten 
Son for the salvation of His People. 

Thousands of children participated 
in a variety of Christmas programs that 
were presented in the spirit of love and 


Christmas Program in Vardenis, Armenia. 


Christmas in Stepanavan, Armenia. 


joy, in creative, colorful, instructive and 
educational ways proclaiming the mean- 
ing of Christmas. This year, special efforts 
were made to reach out to the children 
and parents of remote bordering vil- 
lages to bring them hope. The children 
participated in the events by singing, 
dancing and welcoming Santa Claus. 
The Hayasa Theatrical Group, under the 
leadership of Nune Abrahamyan, orga- 
nized a special Christmas program which 
was staged on four separate occasions in 
the AMAA Yerevan Center. Over 1,500 
children and parents attended these events 
and received Christmas Joy Packages. 
This year’s Christmas packages were pre- 
pared by American 
Benefactors under 
the leadership of 
Al Chipilian who 
had recently visited 
Armenia and wit- 
nessed the poverty 
in different regions 
in Armenia. 

The AMAA thanks 
all the donors and 
participants who have 
made it possible to 
bring hope and joy to 
our Armenian chil- 
dren every year. O 


Christmas in Maralik, Armenia. 
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The Hayasa Theatrical Group performs a 
Christmas drama in Yerevan, Armenia. 
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AMAC 


The Armenian Missionary Association of Canada 
Celebrates 30 Years of Service 


he Armenian Missionary Association of Canada 
(AMAC) was established on March 17, 1984, by 
the four active Armenian Evangelical Churches 
in Canada, Toronto, Montreal First, Laval and 
Cambridge, and their representatives. The AMAA President, 
Dr. George Bezirganian, the Executive Director, Rev. Dr. 
Giragos Chopourian and the Field Director, Rev. Movses 
Janbazian were also present at the first meeting as advisors. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of Canada cel- 
ebrated its 30" anniversary with a musical program, featuring 
Hampig Djabourian and his Chamber Orchestra on Sunday, 
November 30, 2014, in Montreal. Zaven Khanjian, Execu- 
tive Director/CEO of the AMAA, was present at the event 
and on Saturday, December 6, 2014, in Toronto, where Rev. 
Merdich Melkonian, AMAA Field Director, represented our 
parent organization, the AMAA. 

The AMAC Board of Directors had resolved to honor 
the Living Founding Members of the Association during the 30% 
Anniversary celebrations in Montreal and Toronto. Mr. Khanjian, 
before presenting the citations to the Living Founding Mem- 
bers, reminded us of the great humanitarian work done by 
the Near East Relief Society to the remnants of the Armenian 
nation after the Genocide. "Today," he said "our compatriots 
are in dire situations in Syria, Iraq, Armenia and Karabagh. It 
is our duty to extend a helping hand and instill hope in them." 
He then presented the citations to Rev. Jirair Bizdikian, Dr. 
George Ajemian, Mr. Souren Hadjian, Mr. Hagop Basmadjian 
and Mr. Sarkis Hanenian. In Toronto, Rev. Melkonian praised 
God for the 30 years of the Association and thanked all who 
had been instrumental in the growth of AMAC and then pre- 
sented the citations to Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian, Mr. Antibas 
Loussararian and Mr. Mihran Jizmejian. Mr. Puzant Danayan 
and Mr. Hakop Kahkajian not being present, the citations were 
given to Rev. Hovhannes Sarmazian of Cambridge Church to 
deliver. He then invited Mr. Mihran Jizmejian to remain and 
receive an engraved crystal prize with the following inscrip- 
tion: "30" Anniversary of AMAC, to Mihran Jizmejian, for 
outstanding and dedicated service to the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of Canada." Presented by the AMAA, Dec. 
6, 2014. 

The musical event, apart from being a celebration, was 
also a fund-raiser for the renovation and repair of windows 
for the School # 77 in Yerevan, Armenia. 

Both events in Montreal and Toronto were well organized 
and successful. The net income was over $22,000 for our 
projects in Armenia, Karabagh and the Diaspora. After the 
program, many of the happy and satisfied guests gathered in 
the fellowship halls of our churches, where tasty finger foods 
were served and the 30" Anniversary cake cutting ceremonies 
were held. 


Hampig Djabourian and his Chamber Orchestra. 
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L to R: Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian, Andy Loussararian, Rev. 
Hovhannes Sarmazian, Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Field Director 
AMAA, Mihran Jizmejian, President AMAC, Father Gomidas 
Panossian. 


L to R: Rev. Georges Dabbo, Hagop Basmadjian, Sarkis Hanenian, 
Rev. Jirair Bizdikian (hidden in the back), Rev. Avedis Zarifian, 

Dr. George Ajemian, Souren Hadijian, Zaven Khanjian, AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO, Rev. Dr. Manuel Jinbashian and Mihran 
Jizmejian, President AMAC. 
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Uuttphyuyh 2wy Urbunwpwtswhwt Cuykpwhgnietwt tnpdéwnhp Stonkt Qurku Ywudbwup 
Nuinguitp Gnyblpbp 30-pu UntyenEwyh cwE9 wntnh nitbgwé G@wuwiunuyh 
4uy Urbnnwpwtswlwt Coybpwlgnietwt 30-Uucvbwyh Sotwlwunwpniebwt 


ju Epkyny Epp hwiwpniwsd kup wyumtn, vip 

| | unutpp gtplwgtnyn hwunhunretwt up wohpny, 

nipwfuntpebwup Ge wpajwp ywpdswtpny nqkynsbynr 

Gwtwunwh Zw) Urtnwpwiswywt Ciykpwligniptiwt 

Eptuntwtwyp, pu upinpu y puyquvp wuunnrptwt sngpt 
uko jhotyny Udtphytwt ywudniptitt wwpptp to up: 

Ujyn top Unngniwd pypwy, yp pnip bt uwhywyt 
gtinwuywtniptwt huphipwltwyh vontgniuny whnp 
Ytipwh bunwtiwiwy: Pu jponnniptwiu uko — vom qnwp up 
wnws wninwywynniwsd Urliphybwt pwptpwpniekwt nght: 
1915-1930, vom 15 nwphptkp, wu Ynsniwd “The American 
Committee for Armenian & Syrian Relief" tt www 1919-ht 
wywonotwryylu Uvltphybwt Gntypkuh Ynnuk ynsniwsd ‘Near 
East Relief": 

«Utpdwinp Uptrkyph Lywunwdwinng» Coyknwh- 
gniphtup, tkinntigwt wngwth Up twju dwhopwgutkyn1 huy 
dngnynipyh wphwipppp Uvttppybwt hwtpuypt ywpshpht 
- Yp jhok’p The Starving Armenians wpmwywynniphiip - 
EL wyw tywumbynt nnwlwhuiwph Up: Zwiwpniwd 
$117,000,000 nnwpp pumyugnitwgu Gyknuki thpyniwsd 
nppbpn.t, byywunkyny wintg qupgwgdwt: Luywunuiu- 
unjg Ynsniwd snywjht wpygwiwtpni, Near East Relief-p 
Uttppyuyki wowptg uitntnkt, hwqniuumbtyntt te wyw- 
hny puwynietwi tuywumny pkntp: Near East Reliefp qun- 
puywwhttp hwunwintg, hprwinwingttp, nppwingukp tr 
wphtunwingutp hhuttg wrkyp put 130,000 npptpm hwuwp 
npntguk 30,000 yp quumtpt uy nppwingh uke Upiuph- 
Ujtpuwtiupwpn] punupht ub, Uhts niphettp nwpwdniwd 
Ept Catuwtk Unjhu, Vypnip, hh) pu, uhust. Cancuwn id: 

Cuniwd £ pk Near East Relief pwptpwpniphiup th 
wpwpp Upt Ep, np pum wumdwgkmn Howard Sachar-h 
wuunughontt wupnng wag Up nng thpytg: 

B8wnws gunttup uhtstr 1988h Uwhunwyh puwtwi 
wy Eup Gt www nippy wykinttp twpiw be wyywybin wiywpa 
Zuywunwth uko: 

Ujuop utp dnynnynipynp yp mwnwwhp bt gwih uo FE: 
Unippyy bt Pnwpp uke wypniwsd dwpynywyht wyknttpp 
nyjpwyp pnw winrepruttp bu npnup ppktg hiwnntiuwtpttpny 
hiwp dqwé bu twtr vip huypbupppt ypu: 

Gu kt qnit quiwyutpt nt pnnttpt tup Cykntku 
ényjnwpws huynrpetut: 

_ Gu tr not Yp qwybybup Uuinnidn) ophtniphruttpp, 
Y wyphtp puptytghy yawtp vp jwpwptpwywt juuju- 
qoptwut b. wowunrptuti ub9: 

Ujuop utp htppt: £ ynju tkpztstynt, mywpttpp ke 
Ywphpuninpttpp hnqwynt, qunpwlwtttpp ywwunuywpkynt 
ti utp hwyptuppp hqopwgukyn1: 

Vwptpnrt pupwgpht ukp dnynnynipnh Ykunwth 
jwnw9fuunwgpp, pruniekiwt, hwywswtph tr wyaknh 
«lwhniwt sniph dnpht ute» Eqwés E wpnhtipp 2ppumnnund 


tkpotsniwd 8njupt, wypkynr 
wiuiptydtyh ywupht, hhviniws 
wuifuwtm hwiwimphp, Uu- 
mndny gunphpht Et dtp tlw 
Puwpb Uuilwpwghttpni ypuy: 

Ujuop utp ywpqt § pupt- 
pupnipkwt wyyn ngpt vin 
niukpnriypw wtb b.winp 
wywnwufumuwiunrnrpprup 
umutugukynt: 

Yup Up wnwg dip 
Ypws nunt thnpawnnietwt 
tuwt, wyuop btu, uk. wlwytin 
Younwniwsd bt v&p wqquyht 
Epytwywulwpht ypuy: Uyw- 
quwu uni yp pnth kt Ubup 
wkunp b ywnpwum pywtp 
wuLku quyhph: 

Utp wqgh wywquy nbyunfupttpp qnigt wintg pwppht 
Gu npntg wyuop bu kt qn buywumh dknp Y Enywptup: UEn 
wqgh wywqwt Ywiutwy, E wuopniuy vip pupwgpkt tr 
Ywpnrkpwytpyli: QZywtwtp tr spuypyptp Uunniwdw- 
hwdnyj wy puptpwpnietwt nghp Yppwpynidkt, dtnp 
dtnph, Ultphyuyp pk Qutwunuyh Zw) Utbnwpwtswtwt 
Cuytpwlgniptwt upengut: 

Pu wyoppu £ np ubtp ns upwyt qnhnttiwynipkwdp 
puyjntubtup Uuinnidny wiuwhiwt uEpp wy up Yiwupp 
ophtwny, ubpny bt qnhnyniptwilp gnjwguktp quyt vin 
dnqnadnipyh bt uwpnynrptwt ninnniptwuup: 

Stnphwywynrphru: O 


QuiukG we. Rnapufw Ge Len. Goné Swuywo, QuikG tb. Vow 
lfowGétGwG: 
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Guwtwunuyh 2wy Urbunupwtswywt Cuybnwlgniebwt Gwfwgqw4 Upspwt AhywtbAbwth 
Nuingwuitp bEyunbtvptp 6-fht fenpntenh vE9 wmbnh nvubgwé Cuhbpwlgnietwt 


30-Uutbuyh Sotwhwuwpniebwt 


Puph thyws tp, Coytpwhgnptwitu hhiuwypniptwi 
O-witwyh notwhwnwpnptiwt wnhpny Yuquiu- 
Ykpyniws wu hwiquiwlwyht ukubywypt hwutpght: 

U'nngniukd dtq UEp Sppng 8huntu Lphunnuh wtnrtny 
Et ubpny: Ubpwiwyny uwylnutpqntht put, 

«Ay fu widu ophtk Shpp tt Utnp pnp pwpt- 
pwpniphibutpp up Upntup»: 

®unwpulmpiwt tr. sunphwhwynptwt op upt £ 
wyjuop: Uttip Ownp Ym mwup Uumnidn, GQuiwnuyh 
Zw) Urtinupwtywhwt Cuytpwmygnptwt 30 mwphttpn 
Ykwitpht huwdwp: Ujyn, wigtinn tEptumt wmwppttpn 
pupwgppt pki. mtkguwip Ywng up ykppduypnitutp 
Et ydmwpnyphiuttp, uwhwytt Pp stnphpny Ypgwtp 
yw pwhwpk; qutmup: Ujyu pnynpht ub thunpp kt ywinpip 
Yp qwuyuth Uunnidny, w2uumutpt nt dwnwynphip 
ugh, buy ubp upmwght sinphwhwynipehiuttpp datgh 
ubptyp puptyuutp op dtp wyoppttpny ti thrpwhwt 
tnt_pttpny uwutwhgtgup utp Urtnwpwiswhwt 
spwgqpputpnrt: 

Up qnhwtwtp Uuinnidu bt thuinp Ynt mnwtp wyuop op 
30 nwppttp wnwye quntntkgwml wnwotnpjutp (hind 19) 
npnup hhtubght wyu pwptuppwywt Yuquwytpyniphrtp, 
ja.dbyno. huudwp Gutwuuwyh Zw Urtnwupwiwhwt Gyknt- 
ghttpnit nhuwqnpuiwsd qdniwpntphiuttipp wpmnwuwhiut 
Uupyewywt tywun kt odwtnwynypehrt huugikyn: 

Cunphwywynyphru twk. Udtphyuyp Zw) Urtuw- 
pwtswywt Cuytpwhgnptkwt wy opkpnt Lwfuwqwhht, 
Qwhdawwywhht, Gnpdsunhp Stopkuht tt dwounp Cuphspt, 
npnup hhtunttjn| ppttig wmwpputpm thnpdawnniptiwt 
Ypwy, ukswyku tywuntght vkp wows wowyht qnynng 
puyj tpn. ptpwgpht: 

Ujuop, 30 nwppttp tinp Uumnidny sunphpny ubup yp 
pwykup wityhp hwumunwpuy kt Yp gpwpntwlbup pkpky; 
utp tprpwywt te pwpnywywt twywunp, Zwywunwth, 
Upgwjup t. Uthhuppp utp huypktwypgtitpm quimqut 
Ywphputpnit: 

Uukwyttp Jipowyhnttp stu puytpwygmpprbttpm 
ykwtptpmt uke hwyw top wbuppttpn te 
ewinwiwonptwudp unp ponpwiwhitpm oquwqnpdskyp 
qwinth wohptkp: 

Utp huypktwyhpgttkpp phs up wukt wtn Zmywunut, 
Upgwjr yw Uthpinp, tnpwtinp ydmwpniphiutitpn 
neu hwinhiwt yp qutnrht tr utp odwinwynptwt Yn 
Ywpompt: Utpt — wwpunwywiniyehiup, whip publ ukpt 
Ewunniwdwhwdn ywpmuinpnipehiup, dbntwsdu, stump 
wy pipby ukp pwuwaqnytip npng suthny uknvwgukym wintg 
Uhownt nt nwnwywipp: 

2011-pt: Uotw 8nqukthiwth Et Eyp DEpykpiwtp Yw- 
mupnyjnietwdp mpniwds hwltpght ywynwpwpws Ehtp 


i ngtinp huyptp, 8upqupdwitt hprpkp te ubpkyh tepywttp: 


op huwtpqht hwunypp whup 
qnpdwédnth unpngkynt Uulk- 
pwtp dwhyuuwputgh obupp: 
Uyuop nop whwtwintu qyw- 
utpp whup pywp wlpnjgu- 
gwd dspwghppt mtbuwkppqny 
EG. upwhpt uko qkutinniwd 
tywpttpny: 

Opnows bi ywonotwy bu 
wy, jwynwpwpwds kup nop 
2014-h wu tpwdomwmlwi 
Atntwpyhthwunypp wypmnpywunwugnth topngkyn Cpkwwtip 
ph 77 nypnght ywonhwtttpp: Ubup yp hurwunwtp 
np Uuunidiny Yudpnd Ge Qkp utp pwpbywiutpnt 
ubpuyjodwp uwutwignmptwup, wypnh Ywpkiuwip hnu- 
qnpdsky twht wyu waqgognin tt wqqwaku spwghpp: 

30-wutwyh motwywnwpnptwi puptywunth wu 
wohpny Cuykpwygniptwtu wiowlwywynyehtp thwihw- 
pigui hp ginphuquymphitt om guuwhwuwtpp jwyntby 
wyuunnkjn =kp. Guujh Uwpluqiwtp bi Stwpp 
Utphuywu Lotuwpwptwt npntpo, 8wynp Swhpkétwt 
LEuwypps, Ohiqwin Swhujkwt Lnumnt tb. Upbhpwir 
Shqubétwt npntpo, Otpwppny twhwight ub pumyny 
utp wiypny hptfumpnhp winjwtubpp npntp utgh hin tu 
wyuop: Ujuop jhobup twtr Cuytpwhgnmptwtu hpduwnhp 
wy wijwtutpp npntp hpktg Epytiuyht hwigqhump unwsd 
Guttwpdwiwgwsd utp Shpng«Uyppu Pwph beZwiwiuwphud 
Ownu fuouphi: Tipp. 8nyhwittu Uyttptwt, Upnwhud 
Shqubkétwt t. Upmwoetu Ghpywwykwt, Skwpp AGwptght 
Uwnpptwit, Pwpgkt Cnitpwytwt t. Uupot npntitut: 

Ujdu Yp hpwrppti Uutphyuyh Zw Urtunwpwtywywt 
Cultpwygmptwt Gwanh Twphy Akp. Uypwhs Ubypni- 
Ewtp, ywunywyku hpwrppniwds uwutwygkj vp wyu 
thunuputwhwh notwywnwpnphwuwt np pp nygnth 
Juoupp ywyntk, hwnwpwinptwt wpopp Up uwinnigwttk 
tr ywdtk guwhumwghpttpp tkpyuy Zhtumnhp winwmd- 
tkpnitu: O 


GuGuuuyh oe UcbuwpwGswhwG CGybnwygniebwG 30- 


wiubwyhp QuznwdniGp MnpanGenhp guy UtbnupwGuyuG 
GCytntghpG dks: 
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Zwjybneu Pudhu 


UnnGwyip UWwytpwfuniehiG Fk 


gujng SbnwuywoniyebwG 100-wibwifpG wnfpnd 


Utp. Guuyh UwnpdwqtwG 


«i. Junnniumluybnp dpufp spbpue 
Bnyuli~p, huyw Unngur quil» 
(UGGnng 40. 23) 
vEG wwph Uwyph, 24-hG* Ubs Gyobnib 
uwpbynwpéhG wnhpau, fdwuGiwenp ybpwynd 
Up jhabGf UnwoepG 8bywuywintpbwl ubp 
1.5 uUpjpnG qnhbpp: 4p jhobGf ppwiwp 
bu wpnwpopkG: QwhnGf jpobjp ubp ns cvpwyl 
wqquwypG, wy, Gwht fphunnGkuywi yupwfl 
ne yupnwywinippraG E: Vuh. vwpnywypG be 
fppunnGEwhwl wqipt wnwfpGnipprl up E: 
Uuunidny wpnwpntphulp (BwyunG. 6. 10) be Spunr- 
ub wnwfbynippilip (Uni. 4. 18, 19) yn ywpwwypbl 
ubg np jhabGf quanGf: UGhyw ns vpwji funwfwywl 
hwpg Up, wy Guhi fppunnGkwhwi ywpuf up be 
uwlwethG sfawpniwds ywpnwdniphwy upG £, npn 
hbwuwuniw pywynt bG ppbGf qhpbGf vwpnywyhG 
ppwinclfGbpnt wwanywl bt wpnupnipbul 
guumuwuqny Gywunn pojnp wqgbpn: hnwiwup puniwd 
EY «bpE mw ywthG w2fuphh Yypwy vey wqq Guy 
wibpwiniwd, Yp Gawiwhk pk whi wqq whippwr 
E>: ‘Uwht gum zhuwl —E hbubibwy, lwoufp. «tpk 
Uwulwhhg sbu jnvénidpG, dwuliwlpg bu hwpghG»: 
UwhwyG wjyu opbpnii’ ubqh gum ubd gut yp 
yuunfiwnk, pp ywhwhsfibpp wunniwowypl ww- 
hwGsfGbp Gywuny ki ubgh fwhwunwgqpwhhg bony 
hpbwy wqgh wbhunipbwi nipwgnivp hwjywywl 
gbywuywintpbwG - quipyw ywpquyku Gywwbind 
UnwohG Quunbpwqupl piwywi hbwbiwlfp bony 
nnpbpquywi neEwfbpne: 
pbpnippiip dpwqpniwd Ybpyny be wuhuGbp »wpni- 
Gwy hwpptp hwquwpwinp hnghGbpnt dwhwiwyjp 


b°Gs E wpanbof wwp- 


Ybqhs whwuywuwGbpnt utp bi wing npnif dwhugwl 
«ywgqk ubibwy»Gbpni uty - phtp*, pniwhwlp® pk 
..uwfntpbwi wunh iwi: 


Unig ppwdp Yp jhabgGt ubgh* ppbGg pul 
yquuunipbGkG hbukibw, Unipp tpwyhl ophiwlp, 


wnGniwd 38nyqukihh 
YbwGfkG: Sn fukh 
38wynp twhuybunh 
wlbGEG gum ubpwd 
quiwhG Ep, npn 
bpp hbubiwGf* bp 
bypwypGbpp Gu- 
juuGdbgwG ppbG be 


20 Ynunp wpdwpny \ \J \4) 

sujbghG Ywiwnw- \ 
YwiGbpnt, npnGf nw- | jt \ | 
ppG ghGf Gqpywnnu: Ye : ita 
PuwGp op 8ndukth wnynwp Ep, Vunniwd wywhhg 
nu ophfibg qhGf, upGsb. pul wulpnnp Gqhwymnup 
Yunwdwpps Gawiwhyntbgut PwpwinGpl Ynnut: 
UGquull Up wipwpny YbGwhgnippii Up ubpdbynil 
hudwp, qnpywpuntbgut, pwlimwpynrbgwr be byw 


.. pwinpG mbunisp: bpbG hbun pwlnh utp EpG Gwbe 
bpYnt punpdépwunhiwl wwanoibwlbp* 6bwpwinhbG 


hwgwqnpdwybup bi dwwnn.whwybup, nopnlf 
uwpophiwl bpawqibp wmbuwsd pywjnd, junndwd 
EhG: 8ndukih, Upgm Uuumniiny gopniphrind, yp 
UbyGwpwGk whinfg bpwqp, npnt hudwawyl* 
huguqnpdwybup bpbf op buf yp Ywfunth dunk up: 
buy vwunniwywybup wqum ypmnp wpdwhynckp 
bu GnjG wwawo0GhG wppwhwp: UWyw 8nqukih 
Wpuk ppbG. «fbgh puphf bywds wunbG ghu uhufy 
pbp, bi YWwnwsbu fbg, pGdp pwpbpwpniphrl ppk 
bu qghu thwpwinGhG wnogbr jhobjny, wyu mniGkl 
noipu hwGk. fuligh ... qnngnibgwy bi hnu wy) pw 
Up spph np ghu wyu gnipp GbunbG» (oGGn. 40. 14, 
15): 3nqukihpG whGywywsp ywpquyku pwphf upi 
Ep’ puphfpG tpnpupki: Uwlwyl ndpuwpuwpup, 
«fwunniwywybup upufp spbpwr 8nd qukipp, huwyw 
Unngwt qui»: Uubpwlunipt cl ... 

Uwhwyi UWunniwd ny upwi PoGwjybg Snqukih 
YbwGfp, wy, Gwhi ophGbg qpGf puquwpphr 
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wnwfhniphiiGbpny nt pwppfibpny - ghGf, pp 
pGuwihfp bi pp wqqp: Gap pwnnwwblif pp Ybwlfp 
bi ubp wqqwyhG Ybwhfp, whinlig uky yp whuGbGf 
qwpg Up qniqwhkn bpbinypGbp bu hngbinp nwubp: 
Sn dukih dGwsd Ep F. U. 1915-pG bi - Uuunidny 
GwipwpGiwlwywi vey dpwgppny - hwhunwl 
ppbG wwuwhwsd ndniwpniphiiGbpniG, wi bower 
Gqhyumnuh Ywnwdwnhsp F.U.. 1880 pntwhwipG, npn 
pGpwgfhG wi huwuvwji Gqhbywnuh plwlsnippriip 
ypybg unfwlwhniphGk (0GGn. 41 - 47.): PE. 
1880-wywGi pniwhwiGbpnili hwy wqgp 2guwm ubd 
Junwynpdniphl niibgwd pyywyjnd Mnipfhny uko, 
ywjy wp np whnp bpbiypbbpkG nvwhif YpwyhG 
ubpwhw, bpypbG pwpdawqnyG wwamolhlbpnil: 
4bubiwpwp, dpwqpnibgwi wlnlg ns upwyl pwpyp 
bi wfunpp, wy Guh. gbnwuywiniphiip F.6. 1915- 
pa: Zw dnyndnipynp huudwyG Mnipfhny puphf bu 
ophGniphrG bywd Ep, be pum pwquvwphr pnipf 
pGwhhsGbpni, hujbpnt wfunpnrb kG buf UVumnrony 
ophGntphGGbpp ybpgnibgwé @nipfhwykG bi whihyw 
Ubpwontbgwi mbuwy vp whhdbw, bpyph: 
Zwywnwl np 8ndukth wit ppwinclf niGEp 
yndqnhbynt be ont hngh nGbGwynt bp GbwywuwghnpG 
ni. Guunidny ynku, ghGf unngny pwhnh wybpwhn 
pGybpng nku, GnyGpuy ypkd jnvdbynz bp bypwypbbpka 
bu ghGf wGhpwiwpwp pwlnmwplnnkd, wi bower 
fungp, Gbpny be swphfh thnfowpla’ pwphf pany 
uEyp (Anndu. 12. 17-21): ‘UnjGp pGbjn bGf ubGf - ppp 
fppunnGbwibp - pninp whnGg npnGf swphf ppwd 
bG bi W’pGbG uUbgh npbik wwhbG: UEYp puwsd E. 
«4 pkdinparppiip gqywweinp hwpg up nibh - wipyw 
bppbf sp jntdbp huwpgp:» Lonhwhwnwp* wihyw 
webjh yp pupywgGk hupgn, hGsyku y’puk spbwyue 
wnwon. «Gp UpkdinpnipheG yp piunbu, yunwh 
bybp nop Gwyv bnynr qbpbquvwi thnpwd bu wpnkG»: 
UwhwyG 8nqukhb YbwhfpG bi ubp waqgpl 
GwhwunwgphG upebt bowd wibGEG nigwqpwr 
bi niuwGbjp qniqwhbnp* Uumnidny pwgunhy 
ophGnippriGbpbG bG, npniguvny wh odwhg Snyukihp 
pGmwibfp bi hwy wqgp - gbnwuywhnipbGkG fp 
Ubp upGsb. wyuop: UWunnriwd 8nguktbh wmnrwe 
bpynr quiwl Uwiwulk be Gipbu (oGGn. 41. 50-51): 
UwGwuk Yp Ggwiwhk «lnnGwy» yu «wi op unnglb; 
Yntnwy»: Uuuniwd wnppGby quiwl up‘ UwiwukG 
wuwyny 8nqukibp, UnngGb, wniwe bpbl pp Gwjoy pa 
pninp gwtbpp bi ndniwpnippiiGbpp: bhpbu yp 
Goawiwk «ymnwpbp pywy» Gud «quiwhGbp wwy»: 
4buwqwypG* winkg uvbds hwjpp 8whnp - ophlbg 
qufinGf bi winkg winiGGbnny Ynsnibgwi Gwhki wl 
hnnwuwubpp op dwnwlghghG winlg ubpniGnGbpp: 


UnjGyku wy Uunniwd ophiwd E uvbp wagp* 
Zwywunwiny («Uwiwuk») be Uppinfny («tihpbu»), 
UnnGwjnt hwvwp Ubp wighwjp gwibpp br 
ptpwfwGsp_ppG wwynd vomwinpwyku bpbf vpypnG 
quiwhGbp: Ubds tobnGp mwpbnwpdbpp pywyjnt bo 
qnhupwliwhwG wnhpGbp* hwnf mwjn Uumnriny 
uUbp wquum hwjypbGpfpG, pwpquiwi UphinfpG be 
winGg Jbpwypwds wwup ubjpnb quiwhGbpnil 
huuwnp: 

Ghuwy E op yEpfp yp pnidnch, gurp y’wlghh, 
pwjg --- uypG Yp viw: Shuntuf juwsbinipbwl 
gutbpp dwlwiwhwinp Epa: UG yupniphpii wnwi, 
uwlywyG JEpfbpniG hbufbpp wwywtpl hp YnnhG 
Upwy EhG bpp thwuw ki fovwpuniphi bybybghpG be 
hwiwuwgbwGbpniG huvwp, winlg ypw hpvGbyne 
bu gwpntGwbyne bp Ucbuupwiht Unwfbjyniphcip: 

4bubiwpwop, vbp ywpnwywinipprGG E jhaby be 
Jh2bgGby Ubgh wwuwhwodp - - gbywuywiniphiip op 
ny pE hwumh wkuf nih, wy hwwnignidp: U.Gnlg 
hudwp* npnGf ywpbow bo bu ywwnpwun quihlw 
pGynnGbjnt, hhwumbpp wkEuwf bywdkG wrbyp bo: 
UGnGf npnGf ywpyban bi ywwupwuw sb, wlnlg 
hwudwnp ns UJEY thwum Piwuw bt ogni nibh: 

8bywuywlnippiip gbywuywlnippro £ bu ny 
pt anpbpqniphué qu nnpbpqniphGGbp, pGsytu yp 
JbgbgGbG ubgh Ywpg Up «pwpbywul> wbunrphpriGbn 
bi funwfuwgqgkwGbp: AnpbpqniphiGp quipyw 
nipwiwyjp bi unnGw)G b, dwiwiwln bpp cbf npwyku 
hwybp quGbyw Unniwff: 

Gpbuv vwpqupkG whGupybjny bp wagh 
PupbynGw yw Ufunph (605-586 #.U..) wywnwhbg 
Uuuntidny «Ubqp bywop jpzk ny SEp, Gwyk nt Ubp 
Gwlwunplfp wbu» (Mynpf tabu. 5. 11): Uunniws 
Jbobg bi ophGbg quwinGf: UG ubq wy jhobg be 
ophibg: Sw%uwm - Ubp qnyntphiGp: Pwyg uvbGf Yp 
Jb2b°Gf quGnGf: b°Gs YW pGbGf wwhbynt huwvwnp 
ubp qnynippiip: Cunrwod EY «UbnGhjp hwpg up sk: 
UywGGbjp* b>: Uwiwiwln whitbnGbp uywhbbjp: 
UwlwjG wibjp vbs hwpg uUpG E - huiwiwpwp 
Uwhwgnt uUbnf E wybpwluniphrip - dnnbwy) 
wjG uywhGniwodGbpp npnGf uywhiniwd bo ppblg 
hu.wufhG, wqgh Up yun ywhbjnwG be ntpp2Gbpnii 
hwudwp, pGsyku ubp GwhwuwhGbpp: Swnf nuff 
Uuuntdn ubg wwhwo ki ophGws pypwyntG hwuwp: 
Shob’Gf Ubp GwhwuwhGbpp, npndhbunkt quintf 
syb2bip, UnnGwyip - vwiwiwin ghnuwhgupwnp 
UnnGwyjp - wybpwjunrphiG E: bul quinGf jhobyp 
ns UpwjG fphunnGbwywl wnwfpGnrppl £, wy Gwhe 
wywhwiof bi yupnwywinrphra: Ubp wnweiwhwng 
Uwpwwhpurkpé —: 
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9-PUWOUUUULS 


£U.3 UPGCSUPGLUGGUGs CUUUChHUPrCL3P cu WNecnhe see 
fbn hawt: 


Utp. bnyu. Uwhw Mniehyou 


nyu. Uph @otnigjuuGbud 


wy) Urtnwpwiwhwt Zwlw2fwphuyht unphnipyh 
Qnpswyhp Stopkt, pwqluwywunwy hnypt, 
hudwyuwpwittpnt nwuuwfuou, jonniwdswghp nt 
htinhtwy dtp. dwhwt Cmphybwth wpnwypwd 
37-py hwunpp 2U8 UPbCSUCULUUUL ZUUUGRUZU38PU 
wNACZNPCYL (The Armenian Evangelical World Council) 
Tunpwgpny tmppniwsd § 1978-ht hhifunuws unjt Punphnipynht 
npoit Gnpdswynhp-Stopkuh ywonotp Yp dwpk ubpywyhu, 
npn dwlwiwy Up wianp bwfuwquwhp pyywyk Ginp: Tning 400 
Eotp qwpnttwynn wyu yw ytpumqupy ghppp punyugwd 
E tpym huiwuwp vuwutp—E wiqbpbt m huwykpti, ti mtb 
33 qumju bipwputyhipht ubibpwywt swtopugnmpiwuup: 

Zwyng ginwuywimyptwt hwppipwiltwyh mwpmwt 
wnwght opkpnit jnyu mbuws uni wauwnwuhpnrphrin 
Yp tkpywywgtk Wnphnipynht qnywywmndwnt ont 
qnpdn.itkmippittpp dipeht ynpu mwutwdtwhtpor 
pupwgpht: Utnp hhvdtwypniptwt tywnwp kqwsd E 
ULymtnky, wafuwphwgpht Zw) Utknwpwiwywittpp, 
qopwgttint hudwp wintg ywhatwnniphiip Uunnidny 
pugquinpniphwut nwpwduwt Fulwt ywpnwywtiniptwt 
ukto: Uwutuinpwpwp Ywphpp qqugniwsd £ hwudwgqnp- 
Swygniphrt unkydsbynt hkwtriw), puptbwtywfu kyknt- 
guywt, witinwpwbtsw wt, on pwptuppwywt hpig yug- 
UwltEpwnipprittpnt upgtt.- Ukpdwinp Uptrkjph Zwy 
Uttuwpwiwywt Cykntghttpm Upnphrt, Spwtuuyh Zuy 
Urtnwpwtwywt Cykntghttpnm Ubniphrt, Zhrupuuyht 
Uvtphywyp Zuy Uttunwpwiwywt Upmphrt, Uvtphywyp 
Zw) Urtnwpwtswywt Cuytpwhygniphrt, br. Untihwi 
Ohypynutwit Zptuwpl: 

Lhpwtwth, Uniphny, 8nttwumwth, Spwiuuwyh kr 
Ubwgtw) Lwhwtqttpni uE9 qnivwpniwd dnynyttpnr 
pupwgpht ny» Upujt Ypotwmywt pinjp Ypnn thiptp 
wpdupdniwsd bu, wy npngnifutp wpniwd ku huuwqquyht 
hwpgtpno tywundwup.- qnuinwywpuniyehrt Unilywyhphp 
hwyywywt guwpntkpnar, ywnwufwiwumnoarttpnrt, 
gopwlgniphit Zwywunwth tb. Upgujup wihwfunptwut, 
mbruywt tuyywumn 1988-h witphs Epypwowpdh wybuntwy- 
tkpntt, odwinwYynyeprt Uwyp huypbupphp Yinwohtmypetwt, 
wpuuqgwuneh nunpkgnil, Ywuytpnt ubpwnwgnil 
Zujptuhph t. Uiphinph uhgti, hqopwgnid Zwywunwth 
Zwupwybtunrptwt punwpwywt, ntintumywt, puybpuyht 
nt hngtinp uwnqkpkt tknu: 

Zujptupph hngtinp ybpkypht uwnuwpkjnr hwdwp, 
Wnphnipynp 1994-ht towtwytg mktwywt hndpt- 
wnwgtnpy Up, npnit qnpdnruEntphrup jknwqwypt 
punwpdawtnrtgur nhyh Upgujy, Tpwunwt tr. Gipwuhw: 
1996-ht huvwotwphuwyht mwpnnnipiwdp motntkgwt 


2uy Urtnnwpwtwywt Gyknkgptkpn 
hhifuwpymptwt 150-wutwyp twfu 
®wphq, jinn) Nnjpu nt Cpkrwt, nip 
hwuynhuniphiup uho-bykntguywi 
qwpdaut sunphhr kpowhyuypawiuwy 
Guptghtu U. Ulktuwyt Zwyng 
Uuwpnjpynuh tbpyuynyetwt te. upnupntfu mene 

1997-htu Gpkiwith Ukg hpvtnittgwt Zw) Utitmw- 
putwuywt Uunniwdwpwtwyut Stuwpwt up: Cpynr 
muph tmp funphnipynp dwutwygtgur 2Zwywunut- 
Uthhinp U. lunphpnwdnynypt, puy 2001-pt’ 2wywunwtp 
uk pphumntkniptwt bpp wkmwywt ypot hnswyulwi 
1700-wutwiyh wywonotwmywt motuwywunwpniypetwi: 2002- 
pt unphnipynht upwgwt Zwywumwth nt Gipwuhny Zw] 
Urinwpwtwy wt Cykntghttpp: 2003-ht yuquwybEpwyntiguit 
Zu) Urtunwpwtwywt Znjhrutpnr U. Zwiwefuwphwyht 
2utuqmuwpp Spwtuwyh uk, hhwwnwpwyntkgun tpywp 
wimkuE fh Yip uywuniwsd Znymwywt Qknwghppp, puswytu 
twit wanh wpkrkpwhwykpkt Lap Gunwhwpwtn: 

2006-ht Gptiwth uvky qnildwpnttgurt Zwiwhuy 
Urtuwpwiwywt Zwuwqnilwp up, nt notntigu Zuyuu- 
nuttwyg Urtnwawtwywt Gytntkgiuny hptuwypmptwt 
160-wutwlp: 2011-pu Waphnipyp nwpdtwy uwutwgkgur 
Zwywunwu-Uthhinp Wnaphpnwdnyjnypt t Zwywunwth 
o. Zwupwytmnrpkwt 20-wlkwyh hwtiynpuniptwidg: 
Udwtwryku 2011-ht nttgmt pp tkpnpnmup Zwywunwt- 
Utbhinp &. lunphpnwdannyht: 

nphnipgp «yp gwmuqny— Zw) Uttnwpwtwywi 
Cykntgiyy fundh wquunipkwt hhviwywt uyqpnrupp»: 
Uwhuyt <p hwiwuwy, pk yinnntwahg bybnkgudwpwywut 
npniptwt Up pugwywyniphrup Yptuy thnpdnrphrt punt 
Cytntguywt Upniptkwt Up pkpwgnidht wontniwd 
npngniltkpp Yppwpybynar bp ywpmnwhwtnrphrittpn.t 
uty»: Quumnh yp hpwippk pp punyugmghy bytnkguywt 
Ubniphitttpt nt Yuquwytpuynipprtttpp, np «<pptug 
moguyjpmphiup Yenpntiwgitt hpkug tuwtnphiutkpnt 
Ypwy, tute «Epwhwune pypwt wyt hpnyjniptwt, pk pwtp 
op £ppunnuh Uwpuhtht winwdubp bi hnjuwAwpdawpwp 
bpwpuk Ywfubwy tu»: 

Up ogtnphuinpkup Wnphnipyht wtfuntys t. dpwowt 
Qnpdwynhp Stopkup, unt huwuwwywpihwl ghppht hucwnp, 
qnop Yp jwudtwupwpktp ptptpgny hwuwpwyniptwt: 
Auywumnwttwyg Urtnwpwiwywt Chbntghttpn tkpyuy 
Upawyny ke wywquy uwpunwhpwtk_pttpny hkwwppppniny 
wudkp, wyu ghppkt ophtwttp ntkiwym hwdwp yptwt 
nh; hiwutriwy, hwugkpu. Armenian Heritage Committee, 
3922 Yorba Linda Blvd., Royal Oak, MI 48073, USA. 
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INTERNSHIP 


AMAA SUMMER 


JULY 6-21, 2015 


Applications can be picked up 
at local church offices or by 
visiting amaa.org 


Back Cover Photos: Armenian Evangelical Church of Ourfa Then and Now 
(Courtesy of Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian) 


when five members from the Armenian Evangelical Church of Aintab 

came to the city to do Evangelism. In the beginning, the services were 
held in a wooden structure until Rev. Hagop Abouhayatian (martyred in 1895) 
was able to raise 5,000 Ottoman Golds in Germany and initiate the construction 
of the magnificent sanctuary in the Tel-Fundur part of the Armenian Quarter 
of Ourfa. The sanctuary was completed and dedicated in 1880. 

After three waves of Turkish atrocities in 1895, 1915 and 1921, Ourfa Ar- 
menians left their hometown and took refuge in different parts of Syria, mainly 
in Aleppo. Rev. Ephraim K. Jernazian, whose memoirs recently appeared 
under the title "Judgement Unto Truth," was the last pastor before the final 
exodus of Armenians from Ourfa. In 1923, local Turkish authorities confiscated 
the sanctuary and used it as a jail. Finally in 1956 it was remodeled as the 
"Firfirli" mosque. 

Additional pictures and information about this Church and other Pre- 
Genocide Armenian Evangelical Churches of Cilicia will appear in an upcoming 
book that Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian is currently working on. 


T he first Armenian Evangelical Community of Ourfa was formed in 1851, 


“GOD'S WORK IN OUR HEARTS” 


Two weeks of Learning, Worship, Fellowship, Service and Witnessing 
God's work through AMAA in Motherland Armenia 


The AMAA Board of Directors & staff 

also wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the following 
deceased friends whose names were 
submitted to us for publication in the AMAA 
NEWS. 


Manoushag Jamgotchian 
Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. William Kalaydjian 
Riverside, NY 

* —Movses Sherbetjian 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
Manuel Vartabedian 
Westwood, NJ 


"Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord... they will rest from 
their labor, for their deeds will 
follow them." (Rev. 14:13) 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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Haigouhi Iskikian 
"...There is laid — 
up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which 
the Lord, the Righteous 
Judge, shall give me at 
that day." (2 Tim. 4:8) 

Haigouhi Iskikian, 
graced this world and 
was laid to rest on 
January 5, 2015. Her love and warmth has 
left us with a keener sense of our humanity. 

Haigouhi was born in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
on June 15, 1925, to Haroutune and Serpouhi 
Jamgotchian. She graduated from the Armenian 
Evangelical College of Beirut, Lebanon in 
1944. She then entered the Nursing School of 
the Danish Mission Hospital in Nebk, Syria, 
obtaining her nursing diploma in 1948. 

In August 1948, Haigouhi joined 
the staff of the Christian Medical Center 
Hospital (CMC), in Beirut, as their first nurse- 
supervisor, with Doctors Puzant Krikorian, 
Peter Manoogian, and Mr. Augustine Badeer. 

After two years of service at CMC 
Hospital, she married Joseph Iskikian on May 
13, 1950. God blessed them with two beautiful 
children, Rhoda and John. 

Due to political instability in Lebanon, 
the Iskikians immigrated to the U.S. on May 
26, 1962. For 28 years, Haigouhi worked as a 
Registered Nurse at Mount Zion Hospital in 
San Francisco, in the Intensive Care Nursery. 
She was admired by the doctors and her 
coworkers. 

Haigouhi was blessed with many talents. 
A faithful servant of God, she was active in her 
church community. She was a wonderful cook 
and loved to entertain her family and friends. 

2000 was a tragic year for the family. 
Rhoda suffered a brain tumor and was laid 
to rest on March 28, 2001. After this great 
loss, Haigouhi developed numerous medical 
problems. Her devotion in the Lord gave her 
the spiritual comfort to carry on. 

In 2013, Haigouhi was admitted to Lytton 
Garden Skilled Nursing Facility in Palo Alto 
where she stayed for over one year. Within a 
few months after returning home, she fractured 
her hip and was hospitalized at the Sequoia 
Hospital. On January 5, 2015, she went Home 
to be with the Lord. 

Haigouhi is survived by her husband, 
Joseph, her son, John, with his spouse Kerry, 
her son-in-law Edgard, by her grandchildren, 
Christiana, her spouse and sons: Daniel and 
Ezekiel, Maral, and Spencer, and by her sister 
Anahid, with her spouse John, and by other 
numerous relatives and friends. O 


Joséphine Hripsimé Léonian 
"It is more blessed 
to give than to receive." 
(Acts 20:35) 
Joséphine Hripsimé 


Léonian, mother of 
Revs. Gilbert and René 
Léonian and Annie 


Léonian Mikaelian (wife 
of Rev. Joél Mikaélian), 
passed away on February 14, 2015 in the faith 
and in the peace of the Lord. 

Joséphine was born on January 1, 1927 
to Boghos and Ovsana Kouyoumdjian (née 
Harboyan) at Port de Bouc, near Marseille. 
Her parents were natives of Besni, near 
Adyaman in Cilicia and survivors of the 
Armenian Genocide. Later the Kouyoumdjian 
and Harboyan families found refuge in 
Aleppo, Syria. 

From a very young age Joséphine thirsted 
for God and the spiritual life. Her parents 
gave her a Christian education within the 
Armenian Catholic Church. But it was within 
the Armenian Evangelical Church in her 
neighbourhood of Saint Loup that her faith in 
Jesus Christ nourished and structured. At the 
age of 17 she made a personal commitment to 
follow Christ at the Sumeéene Christian Camp 
in the Gard department. 

In August 1949 she married Léon Léonian 
and they were blessed with three children. 
While her husband Léon was working hard 
to keep his family, Joséphine devoted her life 
in bringing up her three children. When her 
children were called to Christian ministry, 
she considered it a privilege to offer God her 
dearest loved ones to serve the Gospel and 
the Armenian people. She would always be 
a discreet but supportive pastors' mother, full 
of encouragement, radiating faith, generosity 
and a sense of service. Jos¢phine and Léon had 
the joy of knowing 17 grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held on Thursday, 
February 19, at the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Beaumont (Marseille), attended by 
the Pastors of the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of France, the priest of the Beaumont Armenian 
Apostolic Church, representatives from City 
Hall, leaders of the Armenian community 
and many family members and friends. The 
thanksgiving service was permeated by a spirit 
of peace and hope, which was a true reflection 
of her character. The memorial donations were 
designated for the persecuted Christians in 
Syria and Iraq. 

"The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away, may the name of the Lord be praised." 
(Job 1:21) U 


Obituaries 


Rev. Robert Sarkissian 

Rey. Robert Sar- 
kissian, a dedicated pastor 
and member of the 
Board of Trustees of 
Haigazian University 
for many years, passed 
away on December 18, 
2014 in France at the 
age of 85. 

He was the son of Arsen Sarkissian and 
Manoushag Kaprielian of Erzrum, Western 
Armenia, who were the only survivors of 
their families from the Armenian Genocide. 

His mother was raised in an Arab family 
and later found refuge in Jerusalem. She 
found a temporary home in an orphanage in 
Lebanon and later married Arsen. Two weeks 
after their marriage they moved to Marseille, 
France. They were blessed with two sons and 
a daughter. 

At an early age, Hovhannes (Robert) 
attended the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of St. Louis in Marseille. He was very 
attentive and intelligent. One of his teachers 
encouraged him to attend /ycée, (secondary 
school in France). After graduating with 
a baccalaureate degree, he attended the 
Seminary of Aix. During his years in the 
Seminary, he served in the Sunday School 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of St. 
Louis, as well as the Youth Group of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Beaumont. 
He also attended classes at a military school 
and served in the Army in Morocco. He 
received the title of sub-lieutenant and the 
medal of lieutenant. 

In 1955, Rev. Sarkissian became the first 
ordained Armenian minister born in France 
who served in the churches of St. Chamond, 
Gardanne, Marseille and St. Antoine. He 
also contributed to the Panpere, the monthly 
publication of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of France. From 1961-62 he 
served at the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Gedik Pasa in Istanbul, Turkey, where he 
collaborated with the late Hrant Giizelian in 
his efforts to rescue the Armenian youth from 
the inner cities and bring them to Istanbul for 
an Armenian Christian education. 

Rey. Sarkissian also served in several 
other ministries including positions as Interim 
Pastor of the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Beirut, Pastor of the French 
Evangelical Church of Beirut and as Director 
of the Howard Karageuzian Foundation. He 
retired from his many years of service in 2013 
and moved to France. 

He was married to Terese Sarjee, whom 
he met at the Near East School of Theology, 
and was blessed with a son and daughter. O 
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Armenian Evangelical Church of Ourfa Th 


| Bi 
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Echos jayen 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Ourfa (1880) 


The building of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Ourfa 
(today), converted to a Mosque. — 


